n
@)
7
—
A
M
e
O
@)
o=
M~

FOR THE

ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE,

THIRTY-FOURTH MEETING,

ANN ARBOR, MICH,

AUGUST, 1885.

"SALEM:

PUBLISHED BY THE PERMANENT SECRETARY.




' y : - . .ﬁlza,}
Pkp(; Am Assw —Al\/ L 1%65) 24 Ypopf

400 SECTION H.

(o] y 0 OURKE C‘Ll) tain
IHE URINE DANCE F THE ZL}\IS. B J HN G- B [}

1 avalry, U. v.1\!1’11)"‘ 17, 1881, during my stay in the
loge o eve"'i"g ° 1?\-[:32? eltheA‘jZ\TelmezCae, one of the secrez
village of Zuni, New Me: vd to Mr. F. Cashing (whose sues
orders of the Zunis, sent wo he unusual honor of coming to our
I was) that they would rdzxélii L:;:lctel‘istic dances, which, Cush-
house to give us one o ] ‘
ing said, was un1:‘1‘e:le;1€(‘;?‘tmm_,s family put the long * li\'h;g
The squaws o 1 . A - D iie 1 with swater to
room” to rights, sweep;?tg;: l::af-l]‘:"‘bl::“:i :g;el‘s e:l’,el'ed; they “]_.er?
lay the. dust. S?O‘:vo being boys.. The centre m_en were m‘,l‘f;:e
twelve in numb?l’. £ blacl{"breech-clouts of archaic style.‘ Ihe.
it was worn oll - with a bunch of wild turke?’ feathers v‘ie
bair was worn natnfrt (\)‘z.n.husks over each ear. Wlite bnnd; “-eor
in front, and on;, Omce at eyes and mouth. Each wore a co fflnCh
painted across tilel woollen stuff.. Broad white bands, one Zm
neck-cloth of .b ati1 k round the body at the navel, around I']”i a}‘ n;
e Tege o pa“}te " bd knees. Tortoise-shell mtt}ea. mlD
oo gt knce. B an’ llen footless leggings were worn witl
from the llght knee. iil:iei‘:loihe 1‘ight' h:md, each waved {l ‘1‘.2‘::1(‘1.
low cut moccasons, t, tt'imfned with the plumage of the wil o
e s 'i‘(;: ’others were ai-rayed in old cast-off Amexll;tn-
key and mfl.ca‘}'- 1 lq'll wore white cotton night-caps, wwl\: teml
army clo?lunga_m;z) ;he Lair at top of head and cars. ;ebr‘ass‘
vorer 'thte('i 'm to the tortoise-shell rattles, stn}]gs ol briss
wof-e, in ;ldd:,‘t;-ol:lees - One was more gx-otesquely ,z,mtmre;d'tt ;im. »
e v India-rubber gossamer “Ovel‘e:;:.al?:lfget"up,, o
Another was a very

rest in a long, 0ssa e
i y es.
goggles, painted white, over hxs- ey o g
o X .
a st,:pirited take-off upon a Mexican

fei a young woman. ' o
B e nesom Of"‘ ant of blong drum, and of the rattles
To the accompaniment of an o g

y o 1 with
| lken of, they shuffled into the. long room, u’t;ﬁllll:t o
hells spoken of, h sexes, and of all sizes and ages. el iy
spectators of bot ludi.cro:ls reference to everythir'tg- and ev e.i‘(ll» .
n apparenﬂy'ao Mendeleff and myself receiving spe;i
o Cusmnmontl‘olled merriment of the red-sknme: Lapon
tentio;,ltod t’tlﬁ-:?iny station at one side of the r({)gt:::;:: (C)r e
ers. 1ad tak liaving in front of me a rude bench o "
o b““;l_‘:";:t:;;“: lsl:]:tlll;gclc:xlf:looill1 lamp. I suppose that i u
upon which w3

isten-
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halo diffused -by the feeble light a
titude,” [ must have borne some res
- saints hanging upon the walls of old

fancied resemblance, I at least attrib
owed.

The dancers suddenly wheeled in
heir krees before my table, and
reast, began an outlandish but f:
an Catholic congregation at vespers
pon the Pater Noster, another mum
n old man reciting the rosary, whij
ubber coat jumped up, and began a |
on, which for mimetic fidelity was
dience langhing with sore sides ¢
ignal from the leader, the dancers S
the room, in single file, as they had
“An interlude followed of ten minn
floor was sprinkled by men who spa
mouths. The Nelue-Cue reéntered ;
bér were stark naked. Their singi
unded like a chorus of chimney-swe
tiff-legged jump, with heels kept 1
they had ambled around the room two
Dounced in the Zuni language that g
twhich they loudly roared their apy
trike hands with the munificent « ‘An
funny gibberish of broken Spanish
lien squatted upon the ground and
llas ” full of tea, and dishes of har
about finishing this, a squaw entc
ne, of which the filthy brutes drank
refused to believe the evidence of 1y
f that were real Iy human urine, 3
3nd here comes more of it.” This tin
- less than two gallons. I was sta
ed this strange and abominable -
on with her hand to indicate to me
e.old men repeated the Spanish wo!
ense of smell demonstrated the tyyr
he dancers swallowed great draught
4. A. A. 8., VOL. XXXIV. 26
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THE ZuNrs, By Joux G
S. Army,
November 17, 1881, duyi
Mexico, the A'e/me-O’ue,
b word to Jfp. F. Cushi g _
do us the unusaal honop of Coming ¢
" their characteristje dances,
nted,
Governor’s family put ¢pe long «
S the floor ang Sprinkling it With wgj
er dark tle dancers entered ; the;
seing boys, The centre men w
ack breech-clouts of are
vith a bunep of wild turk
husks ovep each ear. Wyjge bandg
€yes and mouyty, Each wore aco

en stuff, Broaq white bands, one
the body at the navel, around the y;

1d Kknees, '.l‘oz'toise;shell rattleg:

voollen footless Iegbings were wo
1 the right hand, eacp waved g

nmed with the Plumage of t}je wi
SWere arrayed in olq cast-off Am
e white cotton night-caps, wigy:
' at top of heaq and ears,

Ortoise-shel] rattles, strings of,
vas more grotesquely attired th
gossamer “over 411 and a paj
his eyes. Hijs general ¢ get.yy;
lexican priest. Another wag

‘oman, '

1 oblong drum, ang of the ratt}
into the long .

ere. |

oom, ¢cramme I
of all sizes anq ages.  Their's

erence to everything ang every,
and myself receiving speci
erriment of the red-skinned liste !
' one side of the room, seated iijg;
ront of me 4 rude bench of
oil lamp, T Suppose that in
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L Stained-glasg at-
ance to the Dictures of
walls of old )Iexican churches; to sucl; o
fancied resemblance, T o¢ Ieastattribute the Performance whicl fo].

halo diffuseq -by

titude,” I mygt have po,
saints hangipg Upon the

lowed. '

The dancers sudden]y
their knees before my table, anq
breast, began an outlandjs), but faithfy] Mmockery of a Mexj.

can Catholje congregation at vespeys, One bawleq out g pdrody
upon the Patey N‘osLer, anothey mumbleg along in the manner of

an old map l'eciting the rosary, while the fellow with the India-
rubber coat jumped Ps and beg lortation or gep.

0 line, threy themselves op

ith extravagant, beatings of

a0 2 passionate exl
mon. -which fop Mimetic fidelity

s inimitap]e, Thig kept the
audience qughing with sore sides for Some moments, until at 4
signal from the Ieader,

the dancepg suddenly
» In single file, ag they haq entered
An interlude followeq of ten Minutes, during which ),
floor was Sprinkled by

at watep forcibly
mouths. The ZVelcue-Oue reéntered . this
ber were stark 5
sounded like 4 chorys
3 stiff-leggeq Jump, wi
they had ambleq a;

eountermarched out
of the room

¢ dasty
from thejp
their nypp.
S Was very beculiar apq
~Sweeps, ang their q
(ept twelve
om two o

ance became
incheg apart.  Aftep

ound the yo, three times,

Cuslu’ng an-
feast” a4 ready fop
approbatiop and ady,
Amerieanos,”
oken Spanish, Englisp, and Zanj, -
Stound apq Consumeq
dishes of hard tack

anced to
addressing us in-

hey

» ith zest, large
“ollas * fy]) of tea, and and Sugar, Ag they
were abouyt ﬁnishing this, g squaw entere(, Carrying ap « olla ” of
urine, of which the filthy by

I refuseq tq believ of my Senses, an( asked Cygl.
ing if that were rea]] “Why, certainlv\',"replied he,
“and here ¢omes more of j; » This time it wagq large tiy Pailful,
not less thay two gallops, I was standing by the Squaw as ghe

offered thjs Strange and abominable refreshmentg, She .made g
motion wit), her indj t was urine,

ate to me tlat i
of the olq men re Panish wopq mea
my sense of Smel] demonstrated the tp
The dancers Swalloweqd gre

A, A, A,

Y humap urine,

and one
r (to urinate), whije
uth of the;p statementg,

at draughts, Smacked thejp lips, and,
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402 SECTION H.

amid the roaring merriment of the spectators, remarked that it
was very, very good. The clowns were now upon their mettle,
each trying to surpass his neighbors in feats of nastiness. One
swallowed a fragment of corn-husk, saying he thonght it very good
and better than bread; his vis & vis attempted to chew and gulp
down a piece of filthy rag. Another expressed regret that the
dance had not been held out of doors, in one of the plazas;
there they could show what they could do. There, they always
made it a point of honor to eat the excrement of men and dogs.

For my own part I felt satisfied with the omission, particularly .
as the room, stuffed with one hundred Zunis, had become so foul .

and filthy as to be almost unbearable. The dance, as good luck
would have it, did not last many minutes, and we soon had a
chance to run into the refreshing night air.

T'o this outline description of adisgusting rite I have little to add.

The Zunis, in explanation, stated that the Nehue-Cue were a Medi-
¢ine Order which held these dances from time to time to inure the

stomachs of members to any kind of food, no matter how revolt- '

ing. This statement may seem plausible enough when we undetr-

stand that religion and medicine among primitive races are almost .
always one and the same thing; or at least so closely intertwined -
that it is a matter of difficulty to decide where one begins and the

other ends.

Religion in its dramatic ceremonial preserves, to some extent,
the history of the particular race in which it dwells. Among
nations of high development, miracles, moralities and passion
plays have taught, down to our own day, in object lessons, the
sacred bistory in which the spectators believed. Some analo-
gous purpose may have been held in view by the first organizers
of the urine dance. In their early history, the Zunis and other
Pueblos suffered from constant warfare with savage antagonists
and with each other. From the position of their villages, long
sieges must of necessity have been sustained, in which siegess
famine and disease, no doubt, were the allies counted upon by the
investing forces. We may have in this abominable dance a trd-
dition of the extremity to which the Zunis of the long ago were
reduced at some unknown period. A similar catastrophe in the
history of the Jews is intimated in II Kings, xvir, 27. « But
Rab-shakeh said unto them : hath my master sent me to thy mas
ter, and to thee to speak these words? hath he not sent me 10 the

ANTHROPOLOGY.

me'n which sit on the wall, that they ma
drink their own piss with you?’ In tl;g f
came across a reference to a very similar ((13
?ne ?f l;he‘ fanatical sects of the Al'abia;l Be
n which it was recor
oty mismd.lecoxded, the London Lan
As illustrative of the tenacity with whicl
?nce fldopted by a sect will adhere to it
pon its life, long after the motives which |
ended it have vanished in oblivion, let
om Max Muller’s ¢ Chips from a G:erm':
pon' the Parsees,” pp. 163-164, Scribuer’s )
-y ¢ I‘he.l\"irang is the urine of cow, ox or
bmg of it over the face and hands ,is .the :
o s after getting out of bed. Either befoxl‘
~to'.t,h'g face and hands, or while it remains or
bvph-ed, he should not touch anything dir
b, in order to wash out the Nirang h: eitll‘
Kf}_‘pour water on his hands, or resort’s to Lhé
the pot' throngh the intervention of a pi
: M’ndkerclnef, or his sudra, 7. e., his blouse
31\ his»lmnd, then takes the pot in that h'm:'
h. ‘nd, face and feet.” (Quoting from‘]).
cription of the Parsces.) - ‘
; ?ontinuing, Max Muller says : * Strance a
aflon may appear, it becomes perf‘ectlya di.;
d that women, after childbirth, have not;
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merriment of the spectators, remarked that
»d. The clowns were now upon their mett
rpass his neighbors in feats of nastiness. 0
ent of corn-husk, saying he thought it very goog:
read ; his vis & vis attempted to chew and gulg
ilthy rag. ~ Another expressed regret thal
en held out of doors, in one of the plaz
show what they could do. There, they aliy
honor to eat the excrement of men and do

d not last many minutes, and we soon b
 the refreshing night air.

1 and medicine among primitive races are
e same thing, or at least so closely intert
- of difficuity to decide where one begins:a

iramatic ceremonial preserves, to some:
e particular race in which it dwells. -
development, miracles, moralities and -p:
it, down to our own day, in object lesso
which the spectators believed. Some
v have been held in view by the first orgé
e. In their early history, the Zunis and;
from constant warfare with savage antag
ther.  From the position of their villages
ecessity have been sustained, in which
se, no doubt, were the allies counted upon:

We may have in this abominable dance
remity to which the Zunis of the long ag(
unknown period. A similar catastrophe
ws is intimated in II Kings, xvi, 27.:
unto them : hath my master sent me to th
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men which sit on the wall, that they may eat their own

drink their own piss with you?” In the course of o un? and
came across a reference to a very simil o stadies, I
one of the fanatical sects of the Arabi
in which it was recor
tunately mislaid.

ar dance, occurring among
o an Bedouins, but the Jjournal
ded, the London Lancet I think, was unfor-

As illustrative of the tenacity with which such vile ce i
once j'ldopted by a sect will adlere to it and becom l'remf)ma],
upon its life, long after the motives which have sugge : (;ng}“fted
mended it have vanished in oblivion, let me uzg,es efm c'om-
from Max Muller’s ¢ Chips from a German W(?rksho a” e‘:" o~
upon ‘tlle P:u*sees,” bp. 163-164, Scribner’s Edition 18%‘9 By

.“ ’lhe.;'\lrang is the urine of cow, ox or She-O'OE:.t an(i the r
bing of it over the face and hands is the seconbd tl;ino' Pel'Ub-
do(zls a‘[;ter getgi?g out of bed. Either before applying :h: Mf:']::;
to the face and hands, or while it remai nds i
ﬂl)pli'ed, he should not touch anythi;gsd(i):eéijljrh\i?t(lixs lz;irtell. s
but, in order to wash out the Nirang, he either asks somes (;an(:s;
t? IL)Ionr wzute]r on hhis hands, or resorts to the device of ’mki‘:lo:yheolsc(l3
of the pot throngh the interventi i b
hand.kerchief, or :ixis sudra, i.‘ :Ijtill?: gfo:sglec;: f;iils(;th’ S‘_’Ch ator
on his hand, then takes the pot in that hanﬁ and washz:l;:iz :31:2:

hand, face and feet.” (Quoting f
. ro ; o
seription of the Parsces.) Ag m Dadabhai-Nadros’s De.-

Continuing, Max Muller says : « Sty

cation may appear, it becomes per
told that women, after

ange as this process of purifi-
o fectly disgusting when we are
childbirth, have not onl . i
. . Yy to undergo th
sacred ablutlon., bl.lt actually to drink a little of the Nc'ra: ?
that the same rite is imposed on children at ‘th e

hat th : e time of their i
vestiture with the Sudra and Koshti i .
pestivare 1 oshti, the badggs of the Zoroas-
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