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SECTION H.400
anthropoi

pi-By John G. Bourke, Captain halo diffused .by the feebleThejirine dance of the Zunis.
Uavdi^^rC- Army.

light j
titude,” I must have borne

some re

On the evening of November 17, 1881, during ray stay in the
village of Zuni, New Mexico, the Nehue-Ctie, one of the secret
orders of the Zunis, sent word to Mr. F. Cushing (whose guest

the unusual honor of coming to ourI was) that they would do us

saints hanging upon the walls
fancied resemblance, I at least
lowed.

of ole

attribP'

■  The dancers suddenly wheeled ii
their knees before my table

■ n \
house to give us one of their characteristic dances, which, Cush- , anel

vibreast, beganiug said, was unprecedented,
of the Governor’s family put the longThe squaws

an outlandish but f;
livingU lean Catholic congregation at vespers

opon the Pater Nosier, another
munroom” to rights, sweeping the floor and sprinkling it with water to

lay the dust. Soon after dark the dancers entered; they were
twelve in nnmbe.', two being boys- Tl.e centre men were naked
with the exception of black breech-clouts of archaic style. he
hair was worn naturally with a bunch of wild turkey feathers tied

.an old man reciting the rosary, whi
|rabber coat jumped up, and began
iJon, w'liich for mimetic fidelFty
Ijidience laughing with sore sides f
l^ignal from the leader, the dancers s
p|.the room, in single file, as they In
|Mn interlude followed of ten minu
:flbor

a 1

was

ic

sprinkled by men

'A-

White bands werein front, and one of corn-husks over each eai\
es and mouth. _Epainted across the face at ey ach wore a collar or

neck-cloth of blade woollen stuff. Broad white bands, one inch
-fide, were painted around tlie body at tlie navel, around the arms.

Tortoise-shell rattles hung
w

the legs at mid-thiglis and knees,
who c

gpuths. The Nelnie-btte reentered';
pr were stark naked.

was
spj

from the right knee. Blue woollen footless leggings were
and in the right hand, each waved a

wor

low cut inoccasons, _

n with
.... , . Their singiipanded like a chorus of ehimney-swc
a;-8tiff-legged jump, with heels kept
||ey had ambled around the room tw

o

wand

made of an ear of corn, trimmed with the plumage of the wild tur-
The others were arrayed in old cast-off Americankey and macaw.

white cotton night-caps, with corii-
Several

pounced in the Zuni language that a
pi-which they loudly roared their apj
|trike hands with the munificent “ An

funny gibberish of broken
squatted

Kallas

Spanish
upon the ground and

full of tea, and dishes of ha

army clothing, and all wore
twisted into the hair at top of head and ears.busks

of brassto the tortoise-shell rattles, strings
One was more grotesquely attired than the

: all” and a pair ofU over

wore, in addition
sleigh-bells at knees.

India-rubber gossamerrest in a long.
His general “ get up”

Another was a very

was n
pre about finishing this, a squaw entc
feme, of which the filthy hr
^  utes drank

goggles, painted white, over his eyes,
spirited take-off upon a Mexican priest.a

good counterfeit of a young woman.
To the accompaniment of an oblong drum, refused to believe the evidence of

^gif that were really human urine.
|and here comes more of it.
So.fless than two gallons,
fered this

1

This tin

I was sta

and of the rattles and
•amniecl with )

bells spoken of, they shuffled into the long room
spectators of both sexes, and of all sizes and ages,
was apparently a ludicrous reference to everything and every ■
in sight, Cushing, Mendeleff and myself receiving

the uncontrolled merriment of the red-skinnetl -
: station at one side of the room, sealed

, ci

Their s
•b

tention, to

ers I had taken my

ong
ody

.  strange and abominable
f<>tion with her hand to indicate

old men repeated the Spanish
^^sense of smell demonstrated the tru
pThe dancers swallowed o-

A. A. A. 8., VOL. XXXIV.

to me

wo

great draught
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I

.

the banquette, and having in
which was a small coal-oil lamp. I suppose

front of me a rude ben

upon

ch oi
that inin tin’
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n m3' «« stained-glass

to tile ni
churches

pictures
ance

of old iilexi
attribute the

at-

ili! of
’  ®achPeiformance which atiing to

dances, which, ofii

tl«ir knees I>eroret"^J';®’cd into line, t,,,
"-iS-z.:r^ 0^upoii the Pater j|osr' '’cspers. One ha 1 7

-can .■eciu rr:r"“' “™'"cd 1 o rt' r’‘ “
nion, which for mim .• “ a IMssi

'-jidoga'f al Ci'om the ieade
of the room, i

An i

fol-

ew therasel ' cs on

parody
manner of

,^;«nate CNhorlation
’oinntable.

or ser-

kept the
„  until at a
countermarched

Was i
sore sides for

•b the dance
This

umnients,some
*s suddenlv
had entered out

I

re

^ -chaic st„e.|i'Vild turkey feather
eyes and mouth Po
ea stuff. Broad wf^ .i;r“’‘Sa?3
■  ‘i>c ■■Srimn&::;;:;«;?ip
^  cotton night.~,^™S«

stiover each ear

cow'

,

mouths. ™cn 'v'dcit the-rlftr'-f;-ered't thir.tetr^^ .t""
'

"ounced in the Zuniat " Inch they iondl
t  Strike Jiands

m single fi le,
"’terlnde followed

floor was

A

y fo, t
^’oom two

language that
with tife m

(In sty
their

woQ vr,., ' nnm-

aad theh’d'ance'h'''«pt twelve inches
ui' three times,

a ‘‘ feast

ne

fter
Cushing an-'vas read

|i|Ej

■ at top of head and ears <s ‘»toise.shell rattles, sCs of f
"“Csamefr*^''"''-^oossarner “over all”
'dacyes. His general

texican or!

' Viand a

get-Ufg
pai

a

priest

hem
a»(l advanced to’
addressing us in

and.Zuni. ’ They

unm “PP'-ohation
“  S''l>l)erish of broke,ri" ' ^'”*‘'ca"os,tiieii squiitted niton the ^ *»Panish, English
"“"-■'ddl of tea n„< r ■"'> «<' eons;n 1"•C'-C abont anishi,,; thltf ‘'''‘■''■■andU'uie, of which the fi lths V. Watered,

.  ' 'cfused to believe theev'i** ''cai-tilv.
“* that we,-e .-eally, m„!r “ ^cns'es,,

and here comr.o ^ ‘''^’an m-jne, “Whv /•"ot less than '‘ '‘'a t™e it wata^la''* ’cfccd this st,-a„ve° •, ^ standing hv tlL fo
'■-drinttf'
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anthropology.• 1SECTION H.402 •.Ml men which sit on the wall, that they may
!,dnnk their own piss with In theyou r

amid the roaring merriment of the spectators, remarked that it
was very, very good. The clowns were now upon their mettle,
each trving to surpass his neighbors in feats of nastiness. One
swallowed a fragment of corn-husk, saying he thought it ver3 good
and better than bread ; his vis a vis attempted to chew and gulp

piece of fi lthy rag. Another expressed regret that the
dance had not been held out of doors, in one of the plazas;
there they could show what they could do. There, they ahiays

point of honor to eat the excrement of men and dogs,
felt satisfied with the omission, particularly

hundred Zunis, had become so foul
The dance, as good luck

down a

made it a
For my own part I

as the room, stuffed with one

(
across a reference to a Very similar d

f.one of tlie fanatical sects of the Arabian B<
which it was recorded, the London Lai

ftunately mislaid.

f?
came

illustrative of the tenacity with whic
'^.bnce adopted by a sect will adhere to it
';upon its life, long after the motives which 1
'ihended it have vanished in oblivion, let
;from Max Muller’s “ Cliips from a Gerim
%on the Parsees,” pp. 163-164, Scribner’s

The J^irang is tlie urine of cow,
|bing of it over the face .and hands is the
sjipes after getting out of bed.

the face and hands, or while it remains oi
fi s should not touch anj^tliing dii

^^ut, in order to wash out the Mravg, he eitl
If? ^’^ter on his hands, or resorts to tht
fof the pot through the intervention of
ibandkerchief, or his siidra, i. e., his blouse,

his hand, then takes tlie pot in that ham
‘hand, face and feet.

i. ox or

Either befo:

a pi

(Quoting from D

and fi lthy as to be almost unbearable,
would have it, did not last many minutes, and we soon had a
chance to run into the refreshing night air.

To this outline description of a disgusting rite  I have little to add.
The Zunis, in explanation, stated that the Nehue-Cue ^yeve aMedi-

held these dances from time to time to inure the
kind of food, no matter how revolt-

when we under-

cine Order which
stomachs of members to anj

f

%
ino This statement may seem plausible enough
stLd that religion and medicine among primitive races are almos

and the same thing, or at least so closely intertwined
matter of difficulty to decide where one begins and the

always one
that it is a
other ends.

Relio-ion in its dramatic ceremonial preserves, to some
°  race in which it dwells.the history of the particular

ffhviption of the Parsees.)
|| Continuing, Max Muller says :
“ition may appear, it becomes perfectly d^^
Id that

Strange a
Mf women, after childbirth

extent.
Among

nations of Wgli aevclopment, mimcles, rooral.t.es and pass
plays have taught, down to our own day, in ol^ect lessons, I _
sacred history in which tlie spectators believed, borne an.Zs purpose may have been held in view by the tirst org.an.se
of the urine dance. In their early history, the Zunis and o he^
Pueblos suffered from constant warfare with savage anL ,
and with each other. From the position 9f their vi lages, lo..=
sieves must of necessity have been sustained, m which s e
faiffine and disease, no doubt, were the allies counted upon
investing forces. We may have in this abominable ‘
ditionof the extremity to which the Zunis of the ]ong ii^
reduced at some unknown period. A similar catastrophe
history of the Jews is intimated in II Kings, xvm, 2-•
Rab-shakeh said unto them : hath my master sent me
ter, and to thee to speak these words? hath he not sent me

, have not
^psacred ablution, but actually to drink a liti

same rite is imposed on children at
Jp|9titure with the 'Sudra and Koshti, the b
.^MMan faith.”
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■^1merriment of the spectators, remarked that if
3(1. The clowns were now upon their mettle|
rpass his neighbors in feats of nastiness. One"
ent of corn-husk, saying he thought it verygoo|:
ireacl; his vis a vis attempted to chew and. gul^^
filthy rag. Another expressed regret that'tUe^
en held out of doors, in one of the pla^^
show what they could do. There, they alwk^
honor to eat the excrement of men and dogsV-j
rt I felt satisfied with the omission, particular
id with one hundred Zunis, had become so.-fo^'
i almost unbearable. The dance, as goodvlu^
d not last many minutes, and we soon bad3

> the refreshing night air.
lescription of a disgusting rite I have little to;^
anation, stated that the JVe/i?ie-(7(ie were.aMe'(li,^^S
held these dances from time to time to inure tlwls^«8[
hers to any kind of food, no matter how reyo|t
ent may seem plausible enough when we :rih(|e
1 and medicine among primitive races are alm<^
le same thing, or at least so closely intertwiJc
• of difficulty to decide where one begins andj^

im

04

anthropology. 403men M sit on the wall, that they may eat their own dung and
drmk then- oicn ptse with yon?” I„ the conrse of my studies I
same across a reference to a very similar dance, occurring amoU
one of lie fanatical sects of tl.e Arabian Bedouins, but the journal
„i ivh.cli It ivas recorded, the London Lancet I think, was unfor-
tiinately mislaid. ’

i

wi

As ,1 us rative of the tenacity witli which such vile ceremonial,
once adopted by a sect will .adhere to it and become ingrafted
npoi. Its hfe, long after the motives whicli have suggested or com-
meiKled it have vanished in oblivion, let me quote a few lines
flora . ax Mulleis “Chips from a German workshop,” “Essay
iqioii tiie Parsees,” pp. 163-164, Scribner's Edition, 1869

llie Airanp is tlie urine of cow, ox or she-goat, and the rub-
bing of It over the face .and h.ands is tlie second thing a Parsee
docs after getting out of bed. Either before applying The mrana
to the face and hands, or wliile it remains on the handlalter beinv
apphed, lie should not touch anything directly with his hands”

III oidei to wash out the mrang, he eitlierasks somebody else
'f Tor tT"" 'i’“"‘'^’ ”■ of t»Wng holdof t c pot through the intervention of a piece of cloth, such
liaiidkerclimf or his sudra, i. e., his blouse. He first pours water
on Ins hand, then takes tile pot in that hand and waslies his other
hand, face and feet.” (Quoting ft-om Dadabhai-NadrosCs De-

u

but 3

as a

it

1
SCI

w

I

Hi

w
3.

K

10'

I  seviption of the Parsees.)
Continuing, Max Muller says : “ Strange ns this process of puriB-

oa .0,1 may appear, it becomes perfectly disgusting when we
toid ha women, after childbirth, h.ave not only to nnderoo this

I  sacicd ablution, but actually to drink a little of the Wirang, and
,, Ilia the same rite >s imposed on children at the time of their in-

lestitiiie with the Sudra and Koshti, tlie bad
trian faith.”

are

ges of the Zoroas-

dramatic ceremonial preserves, to some exten
e particular race in whicli it dwells. Am
development, miracles, moralities and
It, down to our own day, in object lessons'^P
which the spectators believed. Some j^ha

y have been held in view by the fi rst organic
e. In their early history, the Zunis and:.otj
from constant warfare with savage antagoni
Lher. From the position of their villages,-!
lecessity have been sustained, in which si'po
se, no doubt, were the allies counted upon.l)^.^

We may have in this abominable dance
remity to which the Zunis of the long ago^)?
unknown period. A similar catastrophe in|
;ws is intimated in II Kings, xviii, 27. .)i
unto them : hath my master sent me to thy.a
) speak these w'ords? hath he not sent me to'!
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