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cliieFs iind principal meirof the tribe ai'e fa]ly aware of the-evil of
temperance, and have," durittg the past year,, undertaken, appar(^tly
in^eaphest,' t'o apply a rernedy. .At their'request a jail *ha8 been built
for.tho puiffishment of .offenders, and the better to enforce the lavs;>
w.hich they hav(^enacted for Bup'presfeioii.of vice; for' the punishment
of crimes; and" for the , protection of theirr'livGS property. The •
toffe of publicws^ntiment in this trih^* is now. as correct as is found in
/almost any corrnrlunity ; and* less ̂ ardent spirit is annually consumed

•  Indians tffan is Wnsumed, by any community of an equal’^
population of whites ititbis Territory. • • . ’ ^ •.
The.Winnebagoes have enjoyed better hoaUh than 'during.^any pre

vious ̂ ar-since their residence* on this reser^ ; they have lieverthe
V less* feuneroil considerably , from chronic diseases, scrofula, and -con-
f ’/RhrhntionV - A,s*evere hailstorm . in the early ])art of August'injured
.  .the cropjoYi some of our tar nos ; ,with ibis exception we hayehadtol-
? erablc iSuccess , imour farming operations. One hundred and fifteen -
;  aores^. of prairie, have been broken this 8eason;;-.four hundred acres ’...

•  / 'have been cultivated by employees of this two hundred and ten acres
i /were in wheat, forty-nine in oats, thirty-three in/corii, twelve in po-

M V tatoes V and the‘halance in. beans, buckwheat; ruta hjiga,. turnips, and
^  garden^ vegeiablcs.. The wheat gvop is .estimated at four thousand • •.

/mine hundred ji-nd Eeventy:ffve . bushels, and will he ground bynhe .
/mill owned by the tribe and issued\to them. . .

Thp Indians liave cultiv<^ted sorae\six ‘hundre’dacrefe, after the land
'was plouglK^d. for 'them, and have raised a good crop. . A considerable
share'of the^dabor on the iarras has been done by Indians, who have
been-hifed/by‘the month and ,by the\day ; alsQ,.to do some work by
thb job:*
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ionc .thousand rod’s of-tfence ht^e been pufup ) two hun.dred ,
'  and eighty tons of liay has been' made’ior the^ei>bsistftiice of the stock

in charge of the department; and the-Indiahii being furnished with
‘the necessary tools' have made hay to winter their horses. We have'made two Iiundred.thousand brick's of excellent quality. Chimneys ■ «
apd ovens are now being made as a suy.stitute''for, and in lieu of, stoves. |

1  The saw mill has been kept, in operation, and we have on hand'mate-
■ ^ Tial for: huildin". A sewing school was put in’operation.!n November

; ■ 'last and a manual labor school for boys was comfnehced in the month.of May;'■ forty girls and .fifty hoys have attended saul scho.ols ; .the^
.^avera-m’rfaily attendance of the boys thirty-five, and of the girls

•  thirty” average age of tlio girls twelve yeans, and of the: hoys ten
^^^hc boys have cultivated a garden of three and  a half acres, built
some two hundred- rods "of .fenceVdug a well, and made hay to winter
a'teain The girls have made threo'.hundred arid eighty-six garments

'  ■for thi’raselvfes’and the hoys atfcotiding' the school; ftlso made somor
•  seven \undred and thirty bags, which were fi lled with,flour and i?! r ISH

isgued.tl) the Indians', and consHerablo sewing has been'done tor ■ tw.the boe^ding'-houso. ■; A portion of ..time each day. has been devoted to .:
:  insfniction in reading, spelling, apd writing?.- This reservaKjn con-. w, jof.

. Xs a-mnch larger amduiit of.land than .is needed ky the tribe for , ■ it v\fagHoultiiralpurpose? ; .their interest would be consulted by! having a, , p wol
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CENTRAL SUrERINTENDENCY.,,'V\
x '■’.,r 1.18:■y. '  '! .■'<!; f»‘•\' .  ./ ^ D

j- .’ /The reserves of’fcTbe Sacs and FbxeSj Pelawdre^ ^
'Jbf.Kansaisv an'd of tile Ottpbs and M Omahas of Nepraeka ,  - r^'r  ;Tei;rit9iy, ̂ are: dnriebes&ily darge V'^Herefdre (sugge^ treaties'

;  »be “negotiated witVeacK of these tribes for jibe* purchase pf^j the super
fluous - tGrritbi;y|>arid|:jtbi^:pa^ be restricted tP a reserve not

' S. Jiexceeding,,flfteen :miIeSv;lguarG ;Halso, that the reserves, after having
V' •*T3eeh sectionizeli;;beihssighedvtb:?fainiliee pf,}the. respec^^ tribes^ i\ , ;;

their lexclusivej occupancy;; Oj^uf i pateni^ : should |
■  ;is8ued to;an’^ of these Indians. V If thesefhegbtiations, be deferred thb .
.V ’ \v;h allV thesb lands,vand the JLndians,; \, ,

-driven from th(nn>ihonies wilL soon hex reduced  ; to the condition of
.vagabonds. ‘ .. ! "

lH)con8equenpg;6f.;an error in a
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ritory,’'many persP'hs have settled upon? the lands of the Kansas tribe,. >
.These Indians?are how almb exduded from their reserve;

.  this subject should Pccupy thh attention of the department at an earl^
'  8., period. . ' Y * ' . i j • ■
,  lands , r

many adverse claims ; the rights of these par- >  : .
•  ties under the treaty ought to be referred to the proper authorities for '

1  great value of the soil, this tract ■
i;uuiou,iuo jLaxgc —..x, whichus beihg rapidly destroyed^ 1
in violation of;law and the reiterated notices from your office.’

Ttio annuaVaverage decrease of'all the tribes of this central super-■ .
S X^ ipteidency, including those of the prairie und.lrontier, exceeds,' it is ,
S ' supjjosed,! five pei' cent.; at .this rate they must soon pass .away.- Jus-.^. v ||'  tice,;policy andfrumanit^y require the intervention of the government ^ |

•" to ̂ preyent still greater suffering. - , ' ’ -
.  ' There are many schools established, within this sujDerintendency,
'  some of which are "productive’of beneficial influences, | others aref^

“  The employment of mechanics '' ̂
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s, in my ^
^  ppinion; injurious do thefiribes, and I would; recdmmend that the sys- i;* ' I

'  tein be entirely abandoned. ' . . ' d
^ A growing Spirit of insubordination is everywhere! manifested • ;|

M  ■ among the wild tribes prairies. 'To subdue and control .this •
S  spirit a cordial co-operation among the various civil and military agents

ofdhe gov'ernmeht is dnduspensable, and this can only he effected by f
^. restoring toTthe War Department the control of the Indian service. .

'Many thousand Indians in‘the region of the, upporiMissodri and gi
:  ̂ Yellow-stone have,fallen victims to the small pox during the last and

’  present year. Eeckless men will continue to spread .this tefiible dis-^; . ‘ .gj
case in that region until the law provides; adequate .punishment for.^ ,
their inhuman conduct, or until a gciloral system of revaccination bo ' ■

.  ordered by the department. ■' ' ' ' ’ ' '
' By the provisions of the treaty of fho Judith,’‘liboral arrahgomehts > • |

■ are .made for. the.-advancement of the Blackfeot nation in education* . ‘ |
and other useful employments; no portion of that fund-has, yet been

’•W expended; I would therefore recommend,that contracts be mad6 with
suitable person^ to carry into, effect'the proyisipns of thatjtreaty.
;v An admirable institution "for the education of the Indians oh the . x
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' I!• Fote Benton, 20, 1857. ' ■ '

I  ■ ’ Sm: In conformityi with the rogulatibns of the Indian department,
a  ' I have the honhr of submitting my anpdai repoftj ShoVing.the affaire
I  ■ and condition of the foUr'i different hands: of"thejBlackfeet nation, as
I  far as the limited time and mean’s of informing, myself’will enable'
I  me; I forward .it at this early day by .Major A; Culbertsonj^^w^^^ ,i ‘ - ,the eve of leaving, having farried.but a few c^ays after QilTj a^ . -
1 ■ the 0nly opporturiity which will present itself it to rfe^cb^ou in
i  Captain John .Shaw, commander of, the steamer T.y7iligh.t,.haying / ,
I  obtained* th6 contract for transporting the Indian annuities tp the .dif-- * ’

ferent points about the; Missouri, I left.St:;iom•  "dn company wifb Colonel Redfieldj/ageiit for;, the;eight .differeht ban
•of Sioux, the Arickai‘ees, Mandans^y Qros Ventre^,,j^ssihaboines, and,..^.
■Crows, ajl of whicli tribe® and bands^were lyaitin^^

at the .different pointsv wliere the^ formerly .
received-i:heir..annuity>.andpresents, s^ve'the Assinabd'ines- ai^d Crows. ^

•A darge liortion pf thf> former arrived at Eert:P and the ’OaliJice 's. .
.  ’Were expected tbcri^' whe-ri I was cbinpelled/tp staH^^

Bentor\ I saw little or no sfgns-nf dissagsfact^^^^ .  •
band and\tribes, but apparent; satisfaoti^^

m. The Cro^vS I have no doubt would haye
if vUniori at tH^me^ppointed but .for their|unibrtunat0ly;taking  that'Eort Union, j\vhen l^:d^^ them

year, killing a| large ^number of
' people. Tt was confined to the five Upper tribes on the | upper Mis-.

« gtpiiri .agency—the Crow's, - Ass.inahoines,/ Arrickarees, Grfos Ventres .
if. and Mandans.’ The aggregate number that fell :yictims to .*

at twof thousand; the AsMahoines, from "vyhat I could
'  •‘/'learn5* lost twelve hundred^ ■

, Uf the: four ^different bands of Blacjrfedt ,under my charge, known ;,
as'4he'Gf<^s Ventres of the PrairiP, PiegMs, Bloods^ a
I;mbst reluctantly state that tiriT^'liMbpprtunity will not ̂ enable nie

*to placG.you in possession of but lifwdntbrjmation pe to this
■ ' affencv. ' '. '■’ ■ ^

In journeying-from Fort Union by-land to this point, I fell in with ^
I  the entire Village of the Gros Ventres.: They weYc comfortably located,
[S ■ with a plenty of buffalo and'varipns ldn(ls:of wild fruU^ They were ^ |

peaceable, contented and -happy/ and^ that l' . , |
‘learned from^ho lips of the principal men listen^ to ^

; their; Great Father’s talkj.and ^Ot a ^ had oeeii'
committed by any of tbcil peopled since - ^ ^ .

' had-the big-talk at the Judith'/' Th^y/intendcd for the ,futuTO*to ^
listen to the wOrds of their Gfeat Father, for they ibutid the road, wa^
.good ho h^d marked out for/them to travel. I -found th^m truly kind

.  and bospi'tablo. ' Two of their principal mem presented mo with a
■ uno.horsG eack, saying, “ Father, accept of them as a token’of regard.

■ You have travelled i'ar to see us ; you os well as your horso must he
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UPPER MISSOURI INDIANS.
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I  On tlid 30th we arrived at the village of Arrickarees. peo-
I  . plej as you know, reside in fixed hahitetiong'—'eartli-coVered; huts or

\ lodges.. ' The Milage■dsrjpleasahtly situate the left bant of- •
I  . river. By invitattoh^ I visited the lodge of Black Bear,'" the prin-1 •

.  cipal'chief, and found iasseipbred there all
I  ' nation. - The lodge was large enough to seat easilycihore thah a huii- • 8
I  dred men. We had a smblfeVafeast of bufialo (not dog) meat, and’a ^ . p

, \ longi >jery interea^ihg i and satisfactory talk:. A whijte mans by; the^^ ^ ||1* . name of La Brune, in the, em of one of the fur companies,'was
shot and killed id;May last by an Indian, of this nation; The guilty
Indian was present j confessed^the act and gave his ’reasons. It vseeihs ’

-  * that he lost all his family last winter by the small-p,6x^ (which*d(estroyed
'  a large portion of these people,) and he slew the white nian becaupe the

. disease wahbrought into the country by the^hite people; and because
as is asserted, .a certain half breed Fawnee, in the employ of the other

( fur/cbmpany, told him, and made him believe, .the disease^was ■
/  brought in the country by the whites, on purpose to destroy the Indians^ ^

or, ; at least, that th.e whites ̂  were greatly in fault for bringing it •
^  .into the countryand permitting it to.spread among the Indians. Be-

i  , lieving this, the poor^ ignorant, superstitious sayage feltyit his duty .
white man to atone for the death of his whole family, x

rtold him and the chi^'fs'.that the act was wrong, and the reasons
given for it entirely unsatisfactory, and that, I should report the case, ‘
to the. government for such action as might be thought proper. ^ ^

They also confessed that they had killed one Sioux for attempting,
to Steal their horses. They\expressed much satisfaction that they had.

>11 ..T rirt+f I” +li<nr« /Ifffimilfma xx7Tf.li 'f.lio ■  »

Ventres.
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just efiected a- friendly,settlement of their difficulties with the Gros^
Four Bears j'' the chief of the GrOs Ventres, was
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^pres-
-  “ ept,' and joined them in expressing their thanks for the ratification of

.  I ii peace between” theni. lEe a young, wife yvere their honored-guests, and received some very respectable presents from the Fees.
•  These people alao spoke welh'^and gave good promise uf peace.and

^  ̂ tranquillity. T delivered them their presents,.dofewhich they were * 'E
J - very thankful, and wished me to call and see them'again when I came ^ l|
I  ‘ do.wn/the river, which I promised to do. ' •  * ^  ’ '

^The pame day, about- six’miles above, we passed^he bid village of ; |
thVMandans. There^ were but-five or six of the dirt lodges bccu-

rest being deserted, as the larger part of the IVTandans^ have
gone up to Fort Berthold, and.put themselves under the protection of ’

' the-Gros-Ventres. In the afternoon we passed the winter dodges of • .g
fhe' Arrickarees, on the right bank of the river, in' a fine grove of-
cotton-wood, well sheltered froni^ the winds by high‘bluffs, which*
surrounded the'grove completely, except near the

^On thb Ist.of July we
of the Gros Ventres and Mandans, on the right bank of the triver.
The boaf being detain^ here all day by wind, a good opport|hnity;|g|

' was afforded mo to becomo'acquainted and talk with these poor, un-
.fortunate, but interesting people.. ^ ' . . . ..

2> • '" I held formal councils .in separate lodges with these .nations, for their^;:
‘  language^v are entirely (difforent. - They also,- like the Arrickarees;'

of them cultivate corn, hnd .
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npletely, except near tne river. , i , : ij
beheld the high; beautifully situated tillages '  ' |i
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vines, and VGgGtal)lesy to a consideralile extenty {^tli • , ;
ikiibe and instruction, i the Yanctons and the

’ Arricharees, might, in , •
paratlvi comfort and plehty^^^ arj^s ,ot ciVii-

•  ̂ izati6n;Vv^Thh ̂ Arrickareesiv ^rhs ; Ventres) and,: Mar^to .
vCft,. must not only heiassisted-a S9V®^pra®nt, hut they
i' must also he eifectually protected against the continual ’ato^
i  ' depredatiohs''pf the roving., •pI5edatory^ hands ,of Sioux and: Assina- • -

■ ^ines? hy whoni they' are surrolindedj or .they  „ will soon-be
* 'rhesitlirte distinct’tiatidnB de not now number oW fifteea^^^ ■.

.  ' ■ or two thousand: Bovls in allvf : That, terrible scourge, the Bmall-pox, ■
during'the yearl'pastvnt: is?; confidently; believed, .swep . ,

.  ■fourttebMlreir.number:,;;'/Th,ese people all expose the dead bodieswrapnii,ih:,clothesi;or:bianhet8;and sMnsi:q.nd plawil upon soafiOlds ,
Bbrn'esix or eight feet ahovethe ground. I visited-their placerior the^^ r

SS - deM, :very hear :tb the village, and a more disagreeable sight i iiever -
i ‘ beheld;'the scaffolds soon^ fah v ■ , I y ' h  ' 4

the Maridans 'only la .“'J® , . ■'lodges they bahnotvnOw ;countloverithirty, or:-forty.:■ T^y .^sh to
Ventresffor: protection, but fear they might thereby

-  • V. lose theihsepareita anhnlty. I I told them tlibf e wds-no danger of that,
as long as"they preseryed^a;distinct organization; • They are pcMetij,!and friendly, and th0y.vmost piteously implored prOteotion. Thoir

:  .complaints of, the ; m committed on them jiy the
Sioux were really most anecting. I think the b^st speaker, and most, .

^  : B^eible man I have found among the Indians, was^‘_^Bat-sa-a-ra-^ ,
secha)^^ or Long" Hair, ^hnhdookihg, large .man, about .Mty ye.a^^ age/ J am indebted to^^ ^ : .

')€aptaihVjbhn Frost, of Louis,.w;hh^ was pre^nt at the c^ncil, io^ i
'' ^a:Very;c6rrect synopsis ;ot his speech.. .Much of-it, from my best i^^i- *

lectiohv is ^ as it presents an aofcurate yieW,pi the'  c6hditiphj|n(ftieelings^(^ these;people, I transmit h^
■ ' ^^^^evtong, having completed all my business with th^e ,peopU;||g

and delivered thbir presents, which they niiich needed, and lot ,which
'  they wereTeally 'thankful v.we ra , i. r a • • :

’ ^ On the 4th of July. we met; a; large hand, the Canpe hand, of A^sini^ ^V'hoines,4on thhfright/hatik; of'the friver, and;ahout sixty or se^^ , "
ii . miles® nr. ‘ \ m • a
P ' . ■ ' Thhfr prihcihal chiGfihBrqkemArm, a ;to
m  ■ Slaving vcbhsiderahle,;iniluGh:de:::with the nation.^ L  .■proceed aslfasfc. as they bould,with their dog teams lo Fort to3Veceifehheif;pte8entsj);which:they agreedito do. /

rxu 1(5mguth most iinhsual,and exciting incident occurred. ,it^was
‘  ; ;M^out m was/ sitting up withii sick phrsohy’^^heu the h^t

> ran. into an immense herd of Buffalo, which were swiraming-across tho^  fiver. WntiI the boat, could be stopped; we .coifrd.; :platoyI(^ tho ■ 1 1: jwheels ■strike'agaih^tj thems^^n.^o®^^ ^-tirely®rpounded® itho;rpo(hv frightened crej^ures,: to
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confusion mitst Kavo become exbausted aind, flrowii'ed: 'iTlie piobn w
^  , shining brigbtl7)< it was'a;'scene': worthfh' jourrie^^

,  miles to ;bohold; it whsv however, 'painful to :khow that many- ^
\ ^ '' ' must < have ’ perished. .* Such an incident has probablyj never;'befoi-e^ be’

; curred,' and it;^mu^>hot ;be supposed ■frbm^hisrthaVbuffalo are{veryi
' ■ ;Vabundant.' z::;' . -■' '' ■
.  • On; Sunday evehingj ihe July; we. at last *arrivbd*at J?brt^

^lliam;, ai;, the :mouth;/;of the‘/Fello^-stohe'>iyeT^ twenty-t;vm
.  ‘ hundred miles, by the AlUver : Missouri, from St;^

*  pied thirty-hve'days Ain Athe : pas^ge./ v/Our! boat prov^
^' '' one, and was most ably conducted,' but it Was keavy loaded; and wg; weref

■'.once fprced to take/bSf'li large part of the cargobo get ov6r'aibad“saiid^ J
bar^ and we/ were^bften ̂ hindered an& delayed the greater part
Way up by sand-bars and: the extreme vcrpbkedness. of Ithe' charinel

' Nevertheless, thei’time bccupied ,was not much greater tjiah-bs^^^
and -not by-ahy means .ah unreasonabletime in which to| oyefconae;^^'A^
two thousand miles: of the,; strong ^ani.■ s#ift  ■ chfrent/o^^^^^ . • ■,,

;%;•AMissouri^//' . . .
, On the 6th, the cKiefs and head nien of the band; ofr/sorhe.‘sevens

lodges^ bf Crows, encamped- near here under-the lead of^e^sifse-sash^ :
^ \ ' ' or Horse Griiard, called bn,me.* They had beeh waiting neahhere sbineA
-  , daysnnd/desired their perti9n'Of.the presents,.; ? I cQuldvhbt break the
b  ' bales ,ahd boxes ‘and .ih.ak h proportibhal delivery'to. so shi a’ part

of the nation, unlesa I cbuld.Teasonably expect/that. at: least a maj ority
of the-nation would be in thisbummerbr fflljb^^ ol\wh,ibh I was con
fidehtly hssur^^ Robert Meidrum, who has • spent, twenty .bi?
thirty ;*y^ and by .others, that there was not t^^

'  least chance"or ;prospect." " I, of this
•  ;; band *that: all could do for them at that time was to give them some

/  .provisions; groceriesjbpb'wder, balls,; tobacco and' clothes; / .. I: gave
' them: a liberal /amburit of these afticl‘e8*n,nd took their, receipt for. the

■. ; same. ^ They were well satisfied^: and agreed to, try and get/^thelre
mainder/ofthe hat ion here during the:heason. ^

" All the remainder of the Crow- annuity I stov^ed eecUf oly with ;Ffost
i; -:&;:Corhpany at^ F William’ taking the receipts* of th^ compa^

I- ,(^Diinhg::;:the|tirae I have remainoa:ak^his;, post; Tv have'" hiade^
effort in my :pow^r t6‘^ Cro,\^here, *bu‘i -hm sat^ impos

r  ' sible^'ht leasts this’season/- '
■  .,, u!5he nation' is very widely dispersed, it is' hot known whbre 'sbmh bf

■the bands:/arb,' and; it is,/ khowu;that a lhrge part are : evbh/bypr,the
”, mountains^/ T the Qrows has;been / caused

; by theirbtbfrbr/ of the small-pox,^ which Spread amongj sbme: of / the
<  lower bahdh to^^^^ a extent and caused rhany deaths. / But

'■ fbr»: this; unforturiato circumstancb, it is thought the'/PrbVs,/'Qourd
have been collected^ here tb,receiVo thbir prosontsv.^ViT; shbuld sm

V hb^WGvor, that tboy^^
treaty ̂  to ^haye their‘presents dbliy^^

,  . toHiem in theih own ebuhtry/ a A have not been: able; to find;
v; ' of the trcatyAb 186 ly I: cannot deoide^^/^h
'  any,‘weight'there may ho in this claim. They also'sfatei/^rp^^
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‘that they, cannot come here Tvithont^incurring a ^conaHerahleristi'roih the .Sioiix^d the Blackfce't, and 1 helicve also the GroS
I  I ̂ Tfound^tl^*A6stnahoitf§%nearly ^much scattered as the Crowsvin.1  ■ 'small parties and hands, Btin-dreds,;.of , miles apart, and 0“ J^o^h side®■' 'of the fiver These people doubtless suffered more from the small:'  ' W in Z list yeai tLn any other nation.- From the best calcula-;  ■ 'Ions, that can he-made, more than;:pne-fourth have perished.whold lodees or families have died.- At FpitsUnion and William, 1

Sim -fold one lliiiiidrecl and fifty were -biiricct. At one place, *tWrty mileVh^low this poet, I: am informed thir,^ lodges are now1 ■ . left Hingrthr all died or fled,W iorever ahan-■i *doned the lodges and the dead within and around,them. , I* ’ -
till the mh.of July; that I could get anyef the '““i .hoines to the fort. “ The Gosha Ijand-, the _ ^fck band, and..seven lodges from the North:band,” seventy-nine lodges in all, appeared. The greater part of these were on. the opposite sideoi the .

■ nver, and coiUd not be induced to bring their ?■',
‘  on that side and camp with, some of the lower hands *
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■  • ‘’^tS'the 30th, t-wo-hundred and ninety-eight.lodps otVthe
■  ..and “Gii-Js”, bands came in; and on the let of -Angust, forty lodoCS■ofe.the “North band”'arrived. .By those best,acquainted with ^

nation', it was thought there are not more than |histy or .
.  more of the nation. - If this is con-ectM^ero^are .

dred and fifty lodges‘only of this nation-.-leilt-.-^he Icf^^ds canppt. -f.
?a , ' : This Vould make the entire nation .thirty^seven. hundrl^d. They are alWy poor, and appear dejected ,.and .discouraged. They have but a few poor horsqp, and part of these
■a were stolen while here by Sioux or Crees. Their entire .dependentI ■ for the transportation of their^lodges f'‘“*7
"  doeiteams. ' I am bound to say, they seem to me the poorest and mostmiserable iooking Indians I have seen. .The custom of burying valu-

able artksles with the dead, after so great mortality as they have re
cently suffered, has perhaps caused much ot their present destitution.They^are also greatly depredated iiiiomby the Sioux and -other nations,
but it must be admitted that, accor^ng to their ability, .• Xw to depredate backagain. I delivered the government presets . .

■  to these bands at three different times, and as
imnossible for them to remain dong for the want of food. 1 talkedwith them a great deal, heard all they had to say, and gave the^
such advice as I deemed appropriate ; urging upon  f “®welhas the duty of a strict observance by them of the treaty, they

‘ n,..! taken somodialf-brced.children and some ™ *
posts here, which they rCadily returned at «y/.®'l«e®‘: .

' promised good behavior, and jirofosscd much friendship, and y®*'mediately after leaving here, and only a few .miles trom_ the tort,, ther
't| ■ chanced to meet two or three Gros Ventres ot the I rairio, jvho wore

'1 mobably coming to the fort,, fired on them, and killed one woman, ;.scalped her, and most hrutally cut her m pieces. The other Indian^™  escaped', it is said, but. nothing has been heard Of them since. This
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KlfcKAPOOS, ■' /'v
1

\ ̂  portion of the nation engaged in drying corn, and the male ill putting
hay, and making; preparations for winter, in the way * .

m  ' houses and providing for their stock; - They; are puttie
S  quantities of hay, which,^ witK their corn fodder, wHl enable theth to ;
11 winter their stockama hetter condition than they evhr havd done. I, . , '
S  would here state that* the stock-and fdrmihg implements that have . ,|1 the Kickapoo Indians have heeh distribufed, and’ •  '
S  are held 'hy jndividuals Of: the nation who have made locations sepa-
W  > rate and apart froiii the halance, and have commenced cultivating the
'3 soil and farming upon their own resppnsibility. I have advised and
M  , ’ recommended, in all my councils, the advantages they would receive
S  ’ by making separate locations, and making permanent imprbveinents.\
8  By so doing they would be enabled to collect around them*many con
3  veniences, which will add m to their domestic happin^ I find

, |1 ^ it has a great tendency to create a spirit* of enterprise, and each tries
M  ' -fo excel the other in producing: and making improvements, raising
M  ' stock,-&c. I think there is nothing that can^ be of^ greater
S  .ance and benefit to the Indian than to place sVmething in his.hunds
li -that is valuable, and that can ensue to his ben^t, and daily let him v
i 1 realize something that increases in value, and shows him hia account-**

. .jiA...*,,, ... . ....;abilityX,, ^ - f r
-M .There has been a disposition manifested, on the part of the chiefs
’  S and headmen of the Kickapoo nation, to suppress the use of ,iutoxi-

fS eating drinks among their people the past year that is truly com-
ll mehdable. , , v ..-i xt.
1  The health of the Kickapoos had been remarkably good, until the
1 ,. ; 7th of July; when the small-pbx^^.^^^^^ which causedM * . .great alarm, and .many fied and left their fields and wigwams. I took
m  iall precautionary measures, as far as possible, to prevent the disease
P  from spreading, and to confine it to the locations where it first made ^
|1 ^its appearance, by requiring those that had been exposed fo remain ‘ •
m  Where they were, and quit their roving for a season, or 1 until tlm

dreadful disease had abated;; and, I am happy to say, that the chiefs
and headmen of the nation rendered nie all the. assistance that lay in
their power to accomplish the olyectx .. ^ ^ - _ /8 ^ . After meeting i them ihtcduncil for the object expressed above, I

'  repaired*to St., Joseph, X
health officer of the city, who had been vaccinating the citizens of
St. Joseph, and:who had the vaccine matter of the purest kind, toi  repair at once to the Kickapoo reserve, and, in company:with Dr.
Campbell, commenced the labor of vaccinating, and continued from
day to day, until all the Kickapoos and a band of Pottawatomi^,

,  with huh few exceptions, were vaccinated. Some few refused to be , ,
vaccinated, and would depend upon the Great Spirit to protect them

'  from the dreadful disease, who have since taken the disease,: and died.
Twenty-four deaths in all have occurred from the disease. »  . ;

.  The health of the nation .is now very good, the small-pox having ,
very nearly or quite disappeared; and those that hadjeft on account,
of the sickness have pretty much all returned, and are, nowjattending
to'their domestic concerns. The Pottawatomios living [upon the

'  ' Kickapoo reserve number some two hundred and fifty souls, .and de-
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pend solely upon their own resources for living, having received no li
, annuity for several years, owing to some misapprehension, joccasiohed
. by an article of agreement or national compact made by arid between

D. p. Mitchell, superintendent of Indian affairs, and the fepresenta-
tives of the Keotuc band of Pottawatomies and a portion of the chiefs
and headmen of the Kickapoo nation, copies of which

. your office immediately after closing the council in, February last. 1
This band has been making considerable improvement the paErt ; .| ,

‘ year, in "the ivay of making fields and building houses, and their crops ®
look well; which, if they were at home upon their own land, together
with their annuity, would enable them to subsist comfortably during
the winter. But they have comtnitted depredations the jpast year, i
which they would not have done had they been able to provide them- '

,  selves with the proper necessaries to subsist upon. They have, also .
made many encroachments upon the Kickapoo timber, which should

■ not be permitted; and when appealed to to desist from further depr^' ,
dations, their answer 'invariably is, ‘^Father, we have’ ho; other way * ^
to procure anything to satisfy hunger.'' I, would recommend- that
some immediate steps be taken in their behalf, and have them renioved

'  at once to their own land, where they can enjoy the full'benefits of
their treaty.' ‘ . . ; ; - '

'  /f. The school under the charge of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign
Missions has been under the supervision of W. W. Howell, as mission
ary and general superintendent, until in May, when Walter Lpwrie,
esq., secretary and agent of the board, arrived at the mission ahd dissolved
all connexion existing between said board of missions arid W. W/;

V  Howell, since which time the school has been under the special super-' .
vision of E. M. Hubbard, teacher. The whole number of scholars at .

\ any, one time has been twenty-two, but the average has not been more ,
than eight,or nine. It is a subject* of extreme regret that so many, of
the Indians are so averse to sending their children to this of any other
school; they know they are well led and clothed and cared for, and
yet they prefer having, them with themselves and raise theni in |
idleness, half naked, with scarcely anything to subsist upon. JThey
think and believe, that if they become educated and learn to be indus
trious and frugal farmers and housekeepers, they will be lost to them-

’  selves and their, nation. I can account for this only by their own
^ degraded condition and ignorance. I' shall endeavor to g^t as many

as possible to send their children to-school and fi t them for the great
^  change, that awaits them. j . .

All of which is inost respectfully submitted by your obedient servant,
- K. BALDWIN, :

Indian Agent*
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The, Chippewas of Swah 0 Black Eiv^r numbered, at the
i| : last anmial payment^ for4;y-two, (42)). 11 men,; 11 women, and 20 chil-

dreh.; They are all farmers,, and live in tolerably good log houses;^
Their land is betw’cen that of the Sacs and Foxes and Ottowas ; Haying

; 'thirteen sections of land, ^yhich is tolerably good for farming purposes,
^  .;ahd :we'J:l adapted jbr :grazing. Were it equally divided among them, ^' they wOudd have one hundred and ninety-eight (l^)“acres'each. This - ^

tribe : conijplaihs, and I think justly, of ̂ leir neighbors, the Sacs and • J
Foxes, fc^ stealing what few hogs they raise;, they say.they w^^ ;:l|:
mora; stock b^ They have aj, annuity in money of tli^
Kuhdred ($300) dollars per annum, wMi sOme trust money at inter^t,
which aebruM to them from the sale of some lands left by them in the "

.  State of Michigan.-: This has been a vefy/dry s^
■ been but little rain; hotwithstandihg, I think the Ottowas and Cliip-
peVas will raise a sufficiency for a support during the coming, year.
.They Have plenty of fine wild grass in the bottoms upon the 0
river, which they are havihg made into hay Ibr the purpose bf winter- ■ * Jing their stock during the coming winter.^ ^ ^ |  . f V ^

Health has been good within the limits of this agency;, with the
exception of a few cases of me«isles, which proved fatal to. a few children ^
of the Sac and Fox ' / i
", I am, respectfully;. .your obedient servant.
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. A. JAMES,■ ^

Indian Agent Pr-i

Colonel A, .'CuMMiNO ^
^Superintendeni of India n Affairs
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Kansas AGENCw/ AS'e|0]{em([)c?v 2|6,1857.
Sir '. X'have the honor to submit the following as my

KanM

.lal report
■ '

having made but little; advancement in ; civilization /

9
0—,;l

♦ x n/ m
5.( r-

m.
3of 1857:

‘  :, ''The  •
S  during the past year, I Have therefore but little to report concerning

progress. Since their: country has been taken from them,| and occi^
‘  pied by the whites,; the cultivation of the^ soil has b^g^^on a niuch ,

smaller scale than Heretofore, and even tHis has been cari^ed on by a
few- individuals onlyj who availed themselves of tHe preciou^iprivilege
granted them by theiribind friends, the; intruder^'’ tb>cultivate 1

^ound which they had_ been accustomed to do, heretofore ; and .
of^:fhese Iiidians then only to be deprived of; the ̂  privilege of ; f

^reaping the fruits of their own'labor. « / : ‘ ^  i '  1
As the ;;Terfitory ofvKansas becomes T)opulated;;,dru]Tkonnoss and "i

other vicob become more prevalent. Their treatment Has, been unlike ^
that of some tribes that were located at an early ,da^ in juxtaposition ; | ‘

'  to the white settlbmehts of Missourivwhjbfe proyisio
sils, and the general necessaries of life; could bo easilypbtainod, and »provided and regularly enforced to prohibit the sale ;

V,
0(

(

iA V

I’
if.

i
m’^1 the

some

I

}

I

yrhore laws were

: tj:

f
X '*,1

 - ■ . n

,1

'.e

I  '^'-4
' i

h M 0

a

s
0 ]) :

11

*

b-

* 4
'!t\^■it .■ . 1

I


