partlaht & . :
'Those agalnst‘:the‘,mtrodﬁctlon and sale of ‘ardent. sy ;
; : vbut tn:spite: of- ally “their efforts to prevent it; conslderabl
qtiantities of mtoxxcatmo 1iquors are brought mto’ the, country,‘* 0 the
detriment and - 1njuyy’ of & Iarge\numbe of the Indians;

of the militaryat tho’nslghbonng‘ postiof- Fort Gib-:

ﬂl\

‘sonlas 'heretofore operated as a\gheck to'this. gréatevil';  but thi ‘
‘aifit having heen ‘withidrawn; by the: breakmg up of- that 305, 18'1s.
fedred ,tha. the nefarious ‘traffic wi t_,m'crease and, withiout the dssis
Ci itary, or somé-other nitable species of foree; 't
an'readily’ reS(gl itiisiir \fpossﬂole for. him" to-arrest;it
e

ithdrawal: of roops from this vicinity/ad a matter f

much’ 1mportan,ce to‘the future’ rospects of ‘these Indlans, andiwould:

‘view'the'reestablishment of a military j postin this sectlon of the countr:

a8’ a ‘matter calculatéd to promote the1r welfare in many ‘respects;’ by.
ording to the. differént agents;and other: officers of the government s
imely aid" and’assistance in’ the' performa.nce of “their|duties; dnd in";

.enfprcmcr the laws; of'the United States, and a8 bemg nece ary'to the
-presefvation”of the peace of the frontfer: " -

'Act:ordmv to-the-census_recently taken o the Creeks the entire
it BEMOW. numbers fourteen thousand eigh undred and eig -elght

s, showing-a -very great ‘decrease in, lie last twenty years. - The -
: : n“rolled ‘a8 emigrants’ to ‘this country under and ‘after the"f
‘treaty of 1832; “was; T am’ mf‘ormed zx out twenty-two thousand. . v’

, 1'ready ‘here “some J ree-thousand who had: emlgrated
‘making’ the entxr:é

he' great, Body of it was femoved, about twenty-five: thbusand:

Thls,f=to‘"a considerable ‘ex ex/lt ‘was;’ doubtless, ‘caused by the casual-
e

ies -0f “emlgratlon, ‘and’ ? hardshlps and:'exposure. incident to set-

Q; new‘ nd.wilde

¢ route and. during;the’ ﬁrst two Jor-three years
,Another causé of their decrease’ has been' the gen
mong them of winter” fever, (or, /as it is"called, pneu
5 “which!they aré annually scourged.; ‘and: 'this has bee
teased by the delay in their snnualt payments until very’
' »’tﬁne fall,or commencement of winter, when they have frequently,
?} emble to receive their moneys w1thout any shelter or. protectlon‘
#ainst the' most inclement ‘weather. . :
“This has béen a fr‘igh’rful source. of this’ most@,fatal“dmease, whlch;
vil‘should:be, remedxed <by an'earher r@mttunce‘ and paymént of thell‘
inual ‘dues. : : : ;
"Whether the tribe i now mcreasmw or. decreasmv T have 1n0'means;
{;determmmg with ‘any degred of: oertmnty, no constls of it, except:
e present, one,“huvmo' ‘been:: taken[.; for ‘many years; 'I‘rom,t.he best’
formation I can’ obtmn, howovér,’ T'am’ inclined to:the. belief that, it
g now-at: about & stand.
S1tu tod s they.are in, o fin cottntry, iwhich: is' generally healthy
oughtto’ ‘11ncrea§‘e'.-’§fi‘;They ave: en’tirely ‘abandoned the: chase an
themselves generally t0 th “oultivation of 'thé ‘soil .and" th

trength of ‘the tribe in 1836, when

ness country . without, the means;of readily
x¢ 6ﬁltortable It*is"understood that a very large’



ng gtt €, agency . o : g '
64 Chmo Pena g the vspokesman oﬁ the- p contended that‘they
) ' ;: that:they
a)lways reO'arded ‘the" Amerrca.ns ‘ag’ thelr‘frlends'”" and. strll desired to
remain’ a.t peace’ with them:’ e
The reasotis’ Why the’ troops were sent--agar'nst them' were explained
and impressed upon them.  They were told that. they were,implicated’
‘in’ the murder.of “Agent H. - L: Dodge and others, on the Tuson road’
wnd; also; that’ they had ‘been stealing stock from’ Valencw county, &c
— .;The evidence-we had bef‘ore, toorether with the admlssrons iof.
“Pefin’’ does not leave’as doubt ag to: thexr .culpability: .
. He admits that somé of theit bad men may have been jengaged ‘in-
tealing, and ‘that the” murderer of Agént: Dodge was: in' his”camp
swhen attacked by Colopel" Bonnevrlle, and ‘that he was| one; of :the
‘killed: This fac “aloné justifies the attack upon them ; but he. admits.
;further, that some.of-his:people had accompanied the Mocroyon In-
‘dians in-at ‘expedition’ Jast - November,.and -were among| those:who:
Killed 'some Pueblas and Mexicans at Cubero, and stole’ alarge herd of
.sheep from. the:Puerco. . This agrees with the information I'received .
‘at the time from. the M1mbres Indians, and wag reported in a letter :_: :
dated Décember, 1856 -t0 the superintendency: SN R Ny
1.4 Chino’”’ Pena. stateS' that a. grand - councrl of the whole tr1be of o
Coyoteros %ag held. immediately aftet the fight “upon’ the- Gila, and 7,
.that, after three days and-three mnights. consultatron 1t wa.s unanl-‘- -
mously agreed that they: would ask for peace: . - =
“He. states that it’ never. was the design’ of/thelr prmclpal men to"
ave a dlﬂiculty‘mth the ‘Ameridhns ;- but-fiow; as’ they are’into i,
hat le has: been sent; to use his"own” expréssion, to (emparesar. el
suelo) ask:for; peace'."v ““All:the ‘captains-from. the .Penal!mountains:
st.to the Mogollon ‘we .present at their council, and have authorised
‘him; “as their- representatwe, ‘to*offer all. thelr mountams, Wa’t'érs
oody’ and grass, in’ exobange for peace. :They also- agree. to give us.
oggession of the’ celebrated Gold- mountam of the: Coyoteros.
They' brought mé atule_"st a pound of What they supposed to.be thé
~precious: metal bat wlucl"" upon exammatlon was' f'ound to be utter‘ly'
worthless.. ) o R '
I mentlon‘thxs as-an ev1dence of their smcer1t .
e\srncere“m therr wish:to remain at] peace, I 'have: 1rected “Chmo
“Péfia’’ and one’of liis party: to return to their people: z'pssured him:
hat'no turthe steps ‘would: be taken at presentto. chastlse;them, and.
hat they had'péacé in their own’ hands. +To. tell: the ‘ciptaing that
reiwanted: noneof therWood Watera mountmns, or;‘their gold, but’
hat w Jirec p' ‘assuring - them’ that th
: it depredatrons continwed
c nntrv th"“' ‘thy 'wluc‘h ha

urther: assured thut th(nr prmone ould, be
ated; and one of their number:hag . remairied. here and ‘has'y
ioni to:visit:them: at;Fort:Fillmore,
Colonel Bonneville: and‘Ma.Jor Simonson: were present at) thelintér




ate sincere in’ therrz desire to beat’ peace.- PRI -
¢ Chino Pefia’’ hag' promised  to return in ab y}days‘ with
sorne:of: the capta.ms :of his. trrbe, to have'a further talk, At that
~time they will -expect ‘something ‘more: -definite’ W1th regard’ to he. re-
- turn of their prisoners and our promise of peace. .. B
I hope,: therefore, . to  receive  full".instructions from the pe
tendent: before that time; and if it ig the design to retnen their: ‘pris-
oners, the supermtendent will. pleaqe see General Garland, command
ng  department, and. get,an’ order- giving’ the:Indian’ ‘department
control-of them: . The’ ‘prisoners have-suffered much from’ disease; and
are still sufféring; and will as/long as:they are confined. Six of their:
‘number have. a.h-eady’dled It would. therefore be an act of humanrty K
o relea;f(therﬁs soon:as possrble 0 "
-/ The-Mimbres -Indiansand many of the rMogollon band are strll in

-the republic: of ‘Mexico. . I mtend sendrng for the' captams, 50 88 to

~have.a talk with them soon. . ]

T will anxrously await’ your 1nstructrons to drrect my future

I have the, honor to remain;. very respectfully, your ‘obedient ser
R M STECK,.

lndzan Agent . .

Genera.l JAMES-rL COLLINS, R T DRI S
: "Supemntendeﬂtlndmn Aﬁ”azrs, New Mexzco.. { S

SANTA FL, NDWIME‘{ICO, Septembeo 1857
‘DEAR CoLoNEL: Returning’ a few days éince from’ the’ depot on. the*{
‘lGrlla, I'‘met: your" friend’ an?i acrent Doctor: Steck. - He - ‘made ‘much
nquiry respecting the Gila country, ,whether your. views in regard to
ocating the’’Apache ‘Indians ‘in: pueblos’ should: be: “effected on the "
waters of the Grla.‘ ;He ‘appeared desirous that I' should conVverse with™
‘you;on ‘the. subyect he believed -any information in. ‘relation 'to this
- hitherto unknown region ‘would " be: deeply interesting, and pgrhaps
mo day; might be-useful in’ assrstrnv then‘operatrons ot your superrn—
tendenc ‘W1th"' hese people , s
‘opérating in What has been known ‘as " the Grlu country,
or more; than :four: months; had’ de’tachments of.troops: ‘cattered in
ery;di ection; brrngmv on. their’ re'turn"‘sketches of .the. country and
information from every ‘quarter. - e
gtablished ‘my- depbt on the eas the. :
gful;;_,"po’t’ ‘about | fifteen miles fronif';'the Mogollon mountaing:
"alle ris; about’ twenty-ﬁve miles: by forty, basined by the Mogollo:
0; orth;:San’ Vicenté to the: east; the Burro, andﬁAIm'oque"to th
nd:to the west by the Patos and San’ TFrancisco
"’untmns -enclose one of: ‘the'most fertils’ andfhenlthy pots:
' perfection. . So.much was!it.the admiratic




