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NOTES UPON HUMAN CRANIA AND SKELETONS
COLLECTED BY THE EXPEDITIONS OF 1872-"14.

By MARK SIBLEY SEVERANOE AND DR. H. C. YARROW.

959, 964*. Cranium, with the skeleton of a pappoose, from a rock-grave,
Beaver, Utah. On a hill-side east of Beaver is a collection of Indian
graves of recent construction, half way up from the plain on which the
town lies to the top of a barren hill of volcanic nature. These graves
are formed of piles of lava rock, heaped to great size, and presenting
somewhat irregular forms on the declivity where they are built. No .
particular shape nor direction could be discriminated, and no theory
deduced as to their probable erection with axes directed toward a
definite point of the compass. They were mere piles of irregular stones
thrown together as any wild tribe would be likely to throw them for
the concealment of property or the preservation of their dead. A growth
of stunted cedars covers the hill-side on which they lay, and supplied
the material for a part of their interior construction, as déscribed below.
Westward from the site of the graves is a long view across the valley,
in which Beaver stands, to a rough range of sierras bounding the plain on
the west and to receding mountains beyond—a picturesque outlook for this
rude aboriginal burying-field.

The first grave opened was about 10 feet long, 8 feet wide, and 6 feet
high, with the longitudinal axis pointing nearly north and south, and the

~ *These numbers refer to the Catalogue of the Army Medical Museum, and also to the following

table of measurements,
. 301




392 .o BURIAL PLACE IN UTAH.

general rounded form of a mound. Two feet below the top was found a
layer of cedar trunks and boughs, somewhat regularly placed, inserted in -
the sides of the grave and supporting the superposed stones, which were of
various sizes, from those of a few pounds to those of a quarter of a ton in
weight. A space about 6 feet long, 4 feet broad, and 4 feet deep had been
left below these cedar boughs, and in this were found the two skeletons
. numbered 959 and 964 in the Army Medical Museum catalogue, being
those of a pappoose and a squaw, respectively. A buffalo-robe enveloped
the skeletons, which still retained much of the clothing in which the bodies
were buried. Around the skeletons, outside of the buffalo-robe, was a
heterogeneous collection of tin pans, tin cups, knives, forks, spoons,
blankets, and other articles of domestic use, with a looking-glass and care-
‘fully disposed piece of vermilion, for personal adornment in the Happy
Hunting Ground.

The skeleton of the squaw lay underneath, on its back, with the feet
pointing nearly directly to the west, and head slightly declined on its left
side; this declination was evidently merely a result of superposition, the
weight of the pappoose on the breast serving to deflect the head from the
upright position. The covering of the skeleton of the squaw had mostly
fallen to decay, while that of the pappoose was comparatively well pre-
served. The pappoose, from the nature of. its burial, was the most
interesting skeleton secured. It lay, tightly swathed in a wicker-hood
peculiar to the Indians, on its back on the breast of the squaw, with feet
pointing westward like the squaw’s. A neat little pillow, 6 inches long
by 4 wide, and about an inch thick, lay under its head, within the hood.
A blue and white checked cotton shirt, covered its body, and a red flannel
blanket, of originally fine texture, enwrapped the whole skeleton. A string
of blue and white beads was about its neck, with a couple of nickel cents
suspended on a string. I regret to state that this small coinage was stolen
from the hood, as it lay outside my tent door in Beaver. My impression is
that one of the cents bore the date of 1856, so recent a date that the story
of the Mormons, to the effect that the skeletons were those of Pah-Utes,
who had died from natural causes, appears entirely worthy of credence.
The imperfect preservation of the wicker-hood and the envelopes of the
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pappoose rendered it difficult to transport it intact as found, and the decay
of the epiphyses and other tender parts of the skeleton marred its symmetry.
The cranium is believed to be perfect. ,
960. Mummified cranium, of unknown tribe and date, secured in Gun-
nison, Central Utah, by Mr. Francis Klett, of the expedition of 1872,
from a rock-grave on a hill-side west of Gunnison, similarly constructed
to those near Beaver. The bones of the skeleton were too much scattered
for collection. - ‘
. 961. Unknown skull, from Camp Apache, Arizona, secured by Mr. G.
K. Gilbert, geologist, during the expedition of 1871. - s
962. Miscellaneous bones, from ancient mounds, Provo, Utah. Provo,
a prosperous Morman town, lies fifty miles south of Salt Lake City, on a
broad plain between the Wahsatch Mountains and Utah Lake. West of
the town, on its outskirts and within three or four miles of the lake, are
many mounds, of various construction and in different states of preserva-
tion. Mormon farmers have leveled some of them,-plowed into others
on the edges, and removed from others the rich soil for use elsewhere; in
no case has there been a special attempt at exploring them. Those ex-
amined were on low ground, almost on a level with the lake and with
Provo River, a mile distant on the north. Overflows from both the river
and the lake sufficient to inundate the area of country occupied by the
mounds are not at all unlikely to have occurred during the long lapse of
time since the building of the mounds, though at the present time the
climatic - character of the region is such that overflows are of rare occur-
rence; not infrequent to a mild degree, however, after the melting of the
snows in the lofty Wahsatch Range, from which Provo River issues. This
fact of periodic overflows is mentioned as bearing on the question of the
origin and use of the mounds in which the miscellaneous bones of No. 962
“were obtained. Mounds of various sizes and shapes, in different parts of
the plain, were dug into and examined, and these miscellaneous bones
found at all depths, and in every mound entered, scattered without order,
and without evidence of careful arrangement or systematic distribution.
Some of the larger bones were found near the skeleton numbered 965.
. 963. Cranium, with part of the skeleton of a Pah-Ute brave, from a rock- ‘
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grave, Beaver, Utah. The particulars of the Lurial and finding of this
skeleton differ but little from those attaching to Nos. 959 and 964, already
described. The Mormons give Nabbynunck as the name of this brave.

The rock-pile, from one end of which the skeleton was taken, was
about 25 feet.long, 20 feet broad, and 10 feet high, with the longitudinal '
axis pointing north-northeast. It lay on the same hill-side, about 5 feet
above the grave of the pappoose and squaw already mentioned, the lower
edges of the two graves merging into each other. The southwestern corner
alone was opened, and the same character of structure discovered as in Nos.
959 and 964; cedar trunks and boughs supported the rocks and inclosed
the open space in which the skeleton was found The body lay on its
right side, with knees slightly bent and feet pointing in a northwest
direction. Decomposed clothing, an old gun-barrel fallen from its stock, a
bridle bit of Spanish make, several bullets, a cloth containing a mass of
red paint, and other relics were found near the skeleton.

965. Cranium, with part of a skeleton, found in the outer edge of an
ancient mound, Provo, Utah, about a foot below the level of the surround-
ing fields. Of unknown date and tribe.

Northwest of Provo, ou the level fields mentioned in describing No.
962, half way from the town to Utah Lake, is a field containing a number
of mounds more or less perfectly preserved; some are entirely untouched,
except on the outer edges, where the Mormons’ grain patches encroach upon
them; others have been almost completely leveled with the surrounding
field. The skull had been dug up by a farmer while engaged in digging the |
shallow irrigating diteh, and presented to Lieutenant Wheeler on his arrival
in Provo. Guided to the spot where it was exhumed by the farmer himself,
digging was commenced where he directed, and the remainder of the skele- -
ton was brought to light after a few minutes’ work. Mounds 1 and 2 are
higher and less disturbed than Nos. 3, 4, 5, and 6, which are almost entirely
demolished. The excavation made in mound No. 1 was continued for

~about 12 feet from the outer limit, with a breadth of about 8 feet. The

mound ‘was 45 feet in width, 60 feet in length, and 10 feet ‘high in the
middle. A few pieces of pottery and broken bones were also found.
Across the shallow ditch, and only a few inches below the surface of the

S
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ground, the remainder of the skeleton was discovered, with many bones of
animals scattered near it in the soil. The skeleton was apparently lying
on its right side, with feet pointing about northwest. There was nota
remnant of clothing nor a trinket to testify to the age of its burial.

It is proper in this connection to remark that the Mormons tell of
an Indian battle about twenty years ago between two rival bands very
near this field of mounds, and of their opening the old mounds in order to
bury their own braves who fell in this fight. This may be true or not. If
s0, the position of this skeleton on the very edge of the mound, and 'so
lightly covered, might point to its belonging to one of "these recently-killed
Indians rather than to those of a more ancient date. The~ Utes and
Mormons coincide in their entire ignorance of the origin of these
mounds, which are scattered numerously through Utah. The former say
that their oldest men remember them in youth, and that their fathers had
told them nothing in regard to them. The fact of this recent fight and proba-
ble utilizing of the old mounds for modern burial is mentioned for the sake
of candor, and for the perfect understanding of all the facts in the case,
rather than to cast doubt upon the antiquity of this part'icular skeleton.

1171. Cranium of unknown race—This specimen was found in 1869 at

‘the abandoned town of Gran Quivira, seventy miles west of Fort Stanton,:

New Mexico. Tradition ascribes to the Spaniards the building of this town,
and states it was abandoned by them on account, of an Indian insurrection,
and that the town was built of cut and hewn stones and not of the ordinary"
brick adobes. The remains of a carefully constructed aqueduct are still
to be seen, and it evinces, from the skillfulness of its workmanship, a higher
order of civilization than that possessed by either the Indians or the present
race of New Mexicans. It has been rumored that at the abandonment of
this town much treasure was buried, and several attempts have been made
to recover it, but without success as far as known. Secured by Dr. J.
Symington, and presented to Dr. J. T. Rothrock.

1172, 1173. Crania of Mexicans removed from near foundation of the
old cathedral of Santa F'¢, N. Mex. In removing a part of the founda-
tion wall of the old cathedral to make way for that of the new edifice a
number of skeletons and crania were exposed, and the two specimens in
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question were secured by Prof. E. D. Cope and D1 H. C. Yarrow They

“are'supposed to be very old.

1174. Cranium of Pedro, an Apaclw Indian —This 1nd1v1dua1 was the
leader of the massacre at old Camp Grant, Arizona, in the spring of 1874.
His head was brought into the San Carlos Agency three or four months
after by Indian scouts. Collected by Dr. J. T. Rothrock.

1175. Cranium, supposed of Ute Indian—~Found on divide 20 miles’
south of Colorado Springs, Colo., by Dr. F. 14 Gatchell and by him p1e—
sented to Dr. . C. Yarrow.

1176. Cranium of Apache Indian, secured at Camp Bowie, Arizona, by
Dr. Freeman, and by him presented to Dr. J. T. Rothrock..

1177. Part of cranium of supposed Ute Indian. —Collected at Pagosa
Springs, Colo., by Mr. C. E. Aiken. : .

-1178. Cranium of supposed ancient Pueblo Indian, from a burial—place
without the walls of a fortified town, discovered three miles east of the town:
of Abiquiu, N. Mex., in the valley of the Chama River. See page 362
for description of this town. Collected by Dr. H. C. Yarrow, Prof. E. D.

Cope, and R. H. Ainsworth.

1179. Skeleton, almost complete, from same locality as last. This speci-
men is the most interesting of any exhumed, for the reason that it was
found in situ, face downward, the head to the south. No coffin or sur-
rounding of stones had been used to inclose the body, but just above it
were found the remains of funereal urns, in which had been placed char-
coal, and the bones of small mammals and birds, showing clearly that food
had been prepared for the journey to another land. No ornaments of any
kind were found in this grave. It is interesting to note the peculiar flat-
tening of the occiput in this specimen. Collected by the same persons as
the preceding specimen.

It is greatly to be regretted that the crania of three other skeletons-
could not be secured. The bones were found as they were originally
placed, but the crania had dropped out from the sides of the arroyas and
were probably covered with a débris of perhaps 20 feet in thickness. A
number of skeletons of very young children were discovered, but in such
conditions as to prevent removal.




Measurements of crania noted on the preceding pages, taken at the Army Medical Museum.
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