
386

Akt. W.’^—ContrilU’ion to an Account of tli ̂  Diseases of the
North Ameriom Indians, liy Thomas Stkattox, M. D.
Edin. ; L R. C.S.E.; Memb. Toronto Medico-Cliirurgical
Soc.; Mcnib. Montreal Natural History Soc. ; Corresp.
Memb. Quebec Literary and Historical See.; Horn Memb.
Higliland Soc. of Canada j Surgeon 1\. N. j late Surgeon to
the Chippawa Indians of Lake Huron.
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Having been stationed in Canada for ten years, and part of
this time at places, 'vlscrc I l.ad opportunities of seeing many In-

k. dians, and of occasior ally treating their diseases, I think iliat It *nay•• be a not unacceptable contribution to the scanty literature of this
k: subject to ofier a fe^v remarks on the diseases of the North Amen-
< can Indians. 1 resided for nearly four years at Penctanguishene,

the £9th of Decemberand other parts of Lake Huron ; and onc:

• Cniveilbicr and Bicl'-at hare also poinud out the necessity of distinguubiiig
this change from true fatty transformation of muscle. /
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270 Dr Stratton on the Diseases of
}  *

letG, by the Govcrnor-Cuneni! (h:arl CatlicartVl
medical attciulant to tlic Beau Solcil Indi:

pawa Indians of Lake II
tanjfiiishcne.”

Ifae Indian department in Canada is inanafrod i.v o
tendent-gcneral, an apsistaiit-supcrintcndcnt (Gcorop
Esq.), ̂vho reside in .Montreal, tU visiiin.four or five stationary superintendents, vl.o%e fc e a S
Brantford, and otlier places. At Brantford OrWr ‘I;"
guishene, and Manitoulin, there are rcf>ido
to surgeons for attending the IndiaL
Indians is very properly not allowed tn K k ̂  l^clonging to the

gymen, schoolmasters, &c.,—to build hon^p°^^' surgeons, cler-

K;ss sfsatr
EA»5g5:K”s;".trrd‘'“^^^, There ere a few Larks ™ Lc 1?“
InaieDs in the first volume of Dr Rush's
Observations,* and also i
Cpper Canada.f

thet^eiat4rf7eStiL^^^^^^ ■> »P7 ofof the Grand River Late Eric m. banksis Alfred DiL Eso ;L J f I"'’!®"*port I take tL^ibS’/to s„Vob nI ’ “'t
composed of the tribes of thp’^Pn v, ^ ^ ° Nations Indians

“SK £“h“
Intermittent fever, ... 143
Bilious, intermittent, and

remittent fever,
Scarlatina,
Measles,
Erysipelas,

-Encephalitis
Ophthalmia, ...
Pnthisis,
Pneumonia, ...

€t was app.^irited
alls, and to tl.v Chin

and
1

yr j- , , ^“oug the
n  1 , „ Medical Inquiries andDouglas’s Medical Topographyin

of

are

Bleeding from various causes, 51
Teeth extracted, . ...

1Q J^urrhoea and dysentery,to Constipation,
Enteritis,5  Liver-complaiot,

5 Vermes,
18 Haemorrhois,
4 Retention of urine,
9 Gonorrhoea

9148
31>

5.  ,27
13

• ••

3>  •

22
• ••

12
2

I i  :

,uron, and Simcoe who reside near Penc-
I

I

■  i

-.r

, ... * -»
44
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+ London, 1819, page 120. ’ Philadelphia, 1805.
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the North American Indians.
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Stricture,
Primary and secondary

syphilis,
Childbirth, diflficnlt
Burns and scalds,
Wounds, from %liting and

accidents, dressed, ...
Amputation of Ic", after

frost-bite, ..."

cases,

o  Amputation of fingers,
inanglcd in a thrash
ing-machine,

8  Partial amputation of foot,
5  after the same accident,' 1

Frost-bitten ears, hands,
and feet, ...

Children vaccinated.

1

19
81

1

•  .ri

4

11

F

r

28
!• •

Total cases, ... 713
Report II.—-The following is Mr Dio-bv^s rpMim *1, *  * 1

number of deaths, and causes of death, among the Six Nations
Indians, from 1st March IS-H to 1st March 1818.

Deaths.
DeathF

I

:!

s.evers, bilious, remittent,
&c.,

Encephalitis,
Erysipelas, ...
Phthisis, ...
Enteritis, ...
Liver-complaint,
Children from iSts caused
by worms.

• ••

In childbirth, from malfor
mation of the pelvis,

Intoxication and
to cold, ...

4 Syphilis, ...
1  Drowned by the upsetting
4  of a canoe, ... ® 2

Old age, ... ... 2
7 Murdered by other Indians, 2

23
1

1
exposure

1
4

1

TT . Total deaths, ...
from old a.Te. Fifty-

‘'^-Vfourac'd
These Indians are far advanced in civilization; they have i

..esnrr„“SbraZr'jplZ“:;fso\t^
"'“h »«ounts for Kti„„‘Lmany cases of a certain disease. The marshy banks of

Serf bT in summer and autumn, malarial feyers

54
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"wk"'' *“'«■ AH I8«, p. 392; April 1845, p. 327; and
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i27*> Dr Struttoii on t!ir J)/srttrr.< tif the }

iv: ! :i(J40 miles from IVnctan^Miibhenc). wlu rc tlicrc is a I’rote
settlement at Manitouwawnin

>:;ait
... tlic residence of tlie siipcriniLn-dent, surgeon, Episeopal clergyman, sehoulmastcr, ami of about

200 Indians. Four miles distant is tli

nr

e village of WcquemekoMS'
i

,•where reside a Roman Catholic priest and" about 6*00 Indians.
These Indians in general ])rofess to be either Catholics or l^rot •.«-
tants, but a few continue heathen. They cultivate maize or In

I

.i ,•; ]

i

dian corn, potatoes, wheat in small quantity, and prepare m^ijlc
sugar. They also engage in fishing. There is now but liitle
hunting. Tlie e.\ports of the island arc maple-sugar and potatoes.

Annually, in August, there is a great assemblage here of In
dians from the west and north. They come to receive presents
of blankets, provisions, guns, and powder and shot. Many who
are not to receive presents also attend in order to see their friends
and acquaintances. In 1845, I was at Manitoulin at the time of
the distribution of presents; the scene was a very animated one;
on the steep bank of a large bay were numerous wigwams (huts)
of bark, and along the shore were hundreds of bark canoes. Frommy friend Captain George Anderson, the superintendent, I ob
tained the numbers of Indians who attended and received presents
in the under-mentioned years: in 1839, the number of Indians
was S304; in 1840, 505T ;- in 1841, SS74; in 1842, 5812; in
1843, 3771; in 1844, 1SS7 ; and in 1S45, 1852.

TTp to 1843 inclusive, presents were given to some branches of
.  the Ottawa and C.hippawa tribes, and other Indians, -who usually ,resided in wdiat is now the United States; but in 1844, thepre- .

sents to United States Indians were discontinued. The visitino-
Indians remain on the island for four or five weeks, and then move
off in their canoes to their respective hunting grounds, or more
usual places of abode. The resident Indians here are chiefly
Chippawas and a few Ottawas ; the visiting Indians also are chiefly
of the above clans, and also include Menomenies, Ponowatoraies,
and some other tribes. With my friend Paul Darling, Esq., the
surgeon of the Indian department here, I went into a number of
the wigwams seeing cases of illness. From Mr Darling, I received
copies of his medical reports for several years.  I afterwards re
ceived the same reports from Mr Vardon of the Indian Office,
Montreal.
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Report III. Mr Darling’s Medical Report of tl»e Manitoulin
Indians for ten months, from 10th October 1840 to IGtli Au<>ust
1841.
Fever,
Ephemera,
Head.ach,
Epilepsy,

21 Paralysis, ... 2 Ophthalmia, ... 9
2 Neuralgia, ... 10 Catarrh,
6 Hydrocephalus, 3 Cynanche,

. . . 4 Deafness, ... 1 Bronchitis,H

18
28
10• •9

N.
f

\
i

ypochondriasis, 1 Snow ophthalmia, 4 Pneumonia, 1

piI
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iVwM Arnertran huUuns, •> /J

Hemoptysis, 2;Gn.vo), ... I ■ Molignant nasal » ,
Epistaxis, ... 1 .Gonorrlnra, ... 10 polypus,
byncopc, ... 2 Venereal bubo, 1'Serotnl.a,
Palpitation, ... sjAbortion, ... 2;.Seabies,
Laryngitis, ... 1 Anicnorrhoea, 10 Pruri'^o,
Varicose vcin.s J jLeucorrlifra, 2 :^ Psoriasis,
Teeth cxti-actcJ, 51, Prohip.sus uteri ) , j Porri'>‘o,Vermes, ... IC fbalfbreea), j ̂  Contiuion,
Ranula, ... I! ProeWentia ut. 1 , Burn,
Vomiting, ... 2 (lialfbreed), / ^'Abscess,
Constipation, 16 Menorrhagia, 4^Dcbi]itv,

T j’ *V A cute rheumatism, 5 Wounds,,Uifficultdentition,ll Chronic do. 32 Mumps,
.  S PIeurodyue, ... 6 Enlarged glands, 13

4 Lumbago, ... lO'Paronvehia, 2
•• 6 Sprain, ... 2 Ulcers,
•  1 Dislocation, ... 1 Boils,
•  Fractured arm, 1 iPricklv heat, 1•  3 j Diseased spine, 6 InOained nipples, 7

I.-— -shoulder, 1 D}senterv(uur-'j
- wrist, 1 ing tlic issue > 47

3i of presents), J
Total, 573

/ '
2

19
2

1
15

C
1

17
3

15
J

2
... 12

1 ankle,
t Ankylosis,

Tumour,
1!

2 1

i  ■

; Aphtha,
Colic,
Dyspepsia, .
Icterus,
Tympanites,..
Enteritis,
Htemorrhois,
Marasmus, ... . 3
Harelip, .

^  Peritonitis, .
Nephritis, .,
Dysuiia, ..

.iA. ■

rases, exclusive of those (dysentery exeepted) treated durin"- the
rwOml/Th "‘l"* 1T ““ of liypochondriasU ivascoSdtlcl* bX“fng? “ “J
Indfzr/ Report of the Manitoulin
«mbet 184^^™ ‘o 31st De-

Cases treated.
i  Fe^>. ••• 14 I Ophthalmia tarsi, 13 PhthisisIntermittent fever, 6 ^Congest, of brain, 2 Catarrh,’Ophthalmia, ... 32 Amentiai ... 1 Hmmoptvsis
:  N32i‘.‘"’... 14 A^nia - } ^giaticie , ... o Ds, I kS •

Hydroeephalus, 3 Chronic branch., 19 Dvsenler\ ’
f ... n s:=:'::: ,1 s;sc~

VOL. LXXI. NO. 179.

12
52

1
1

2
42
46
28
2

10b»
7 Colic, .  12}  ••

T
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Ascitc.s ... 1 rrociJciiLia uUri, 1 1» .I  :V « I^>nanun.orialM;,, ^ iC,;*,; ^
1 ilhcu tilontitini),os AcuterhouiDaLisjn, :j I'!,Ulcerated throat, 5 Chrouie iheuiuat. 40 IJ * ^ *'ermes, ... ‘>1 IMeuroclvnia,
la )e-worm, 2 Luiuba-'o, .

Oal-stonc.s 1 Sprain,

DZh""’ «}f—, i
nSria - 1 LurnWruo..Rct4ro:i':f.;;i;c, I DS?;’i„e.

1 Dcbiliu,
2 MarasiTJu?, .
4 Aneurism, .

liiii-

1) W't
0 lid!aii.ijia iD

2 U::

1 shoulder,
hip,
knee,

1 Cont

4
1

1
1.3

1
t

iiU
1

/ '
11

1
o

-  Gravel,
Amenorrhoea,
Difficult labour.
Menorrhagia,
Djsmenorrhcna,

i  ̂
8

usion, ... 23!
Ij Ulcers, ... loi

3
6
1 i  ̂

Total, 726’

I. .u4 "4^

t

!

Report V.—Medical Report of the Manitoulin
twelve months, from 1st January 1844, Indians for

to 81st December 1844.
(

1 ■

Cases treated.
Astliina, ... I Dj-suria, ...
Plcnnlis, ... 8 Post-fcarlatinal
inflamed Diarama, 2 anasarca,...Svnrape, ...- 1 Spina bifida, :

^  ̂®j^Jnnorrhajia,DifficultdentiUon,20!AraenurrL'aa, oApbrba. ... lOiLumbajo, .!. 724 \crmca ... 19 Diseased spine,4 Dyspepsia. 4, l^p, ’ j
Weomplaint, 1 5 'D.arrl.<ea, ... 48— anki; 1
Dysentery, ... la.Sprains,6~ Conslmntion 36 Periostitis, .

24 Colic Se vomiting, 14 Fractured rib
V- • "'““■'•Jb -4, Cholera infantum, 32 Contusion

71 Oonorrlicca,...

110

58
117
2

o

13
80
43

26
1
1>

21
26>

Ulcer,1 17

Fever,
Scarlatina, ...
Intermittent fever, 1
Deafness, ...
Earache, ...
Phrenitis, ... 3
Hypochondriasis, J
Neuralgia, ...
Paralysis, ...
Sciatica,
Ophthalmia,
Cynanche, ...
Catarrh,

-  Bronchitis, ...
'\ Haemoptysis,

Phthisis,
Hooping-cough,

47

I:
I i

.

' I

i

\  . .

:



392
•• •

^orf/t Aintrimn Indians.

Boils,
2 Psoriasis,
H Porrigo,
10 Marasmus,

12 D•Peculiar ulcera
tion,

Aljsccs.s,
Burns,

ebility, ...
1 Cataract, ...

42 Mumps,
4

3
1

I

. i ■
T  L . . Total cases, Sfj3

“Zrl of parturition in
W .V -u * '‘I™ there was an
poi uLcl ".“''“‘''"o- In this and the other «:
natire arc included all cases gcncrallv of a si; -^,nature, where onl.v a purgative was required. '

{-

I  !

;.J ‘t.

Cases treated.
r Diarrhoea, ...
2 Colic,

n 1 a, 1 . ^ Lead-colic, ...Ophthalmia, 12 Prolapsus ani.
Earache, ... 2 Vermes, ...
Neuralgia, ... 5 Dyspepsia, ... 1
Toothach, ... 10 -\Iammarv abscess, 1
Hooping-cough, 4 Inflamcd'nipples,
Asthma, ... 11 Prolapsus uuri, 1
Pieuritis, ... 1 Procidentia uteri.
Bronchitis, ... 2 Amcnorthcea,
Catarrh, ... 71 Menorrhagia, _
Palpitation, 2 Suppressio mensi-
oyncope, ...
Constipation,

Fever,
Hcadach,
Clavus,

5

2 um,
4 Pel vic abscess.

I

1 Rheumatism,
2; Diseased elbow, 1
11 Fractured fibula. 1 '

Contusion, ... 3
Sprain,
Elephantiasis of

fore-arm,, i.
Paronychia,
Lupus^, ...

li Psoriasis. ...
Ij Porrigo, ...
IjBoil, ...

Enlarged glands, 3
1 Secondary syphilis, 1

Total cases, 97

3

1

1 S

1
1 1

2

1

4

1

Ht>V

rr.

.p

I

1
iS

Cases treated..Fever, ... 27jEpilepsv,
Intermittent fever, 2;Bronclii'tis,
Fr^tol neuralgia, 12! Phthisis, .,
Ophthalmia, 24 Hajmoptysis,
Earache, ... 2 Pieuritis, ..
Deafness, ... 2 Cynanchc, ..
Otorrh^, ... Ij Pneumonia,
Jpinal irritation, 4; Laryngitis, ..
Nervous irritability Palpitation
(from fright), 1

2 Aneurism of arch
37 of aorta, ...
4 Heartburn, ...
4 Aphtha, ...• .j

extracted, 6S
14 Constipation,
1 Diarrhoea, ..
1 Dysentery, ..
11 Lientery,
iColic,

* See the remarks on the Ottawa Disease

1

3

4

45

16
3

1

8
,j>ost<a.

i-.

5i'-
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f-

I
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D^'.<pcpsia, ...
Vomiting, ...
Vermes, ...
Tape-worm,
Diseased spleen, 1
Marasmus, ...
Hepatitis, ...
Hsemorrhois

Prolapsus ani,
Stricture, ^..
Orchitis,
Salivation

Hffiraaturia,
Gleet,
Morning sickness, 1
Menorrhagia, 2
Amenorrhoen, 5
Abortion, ... 1
Sinkingaftcrlabour, 1
Rheumatism,

9

1

»

o

1

9

1

S9

 Pleurodynia, Abscess,
3 Lumbago, ... 13 Hum,
12 Sprains,
1 Contusion, ...

Ijuxaiecl wrist,

4 Hubo,
5:1’aralysis,

2

3

..
1 Mumj)s,

1 Fractured fingers, 1 Porrigo,
fore-arm, 1 i Pporia^is, ..

—; ribs, 1 Musquito bites, 2
Diseased .spine, 4 Asphy.\Ki (sugar

2  in trachea), 2
3 Ana}mia, ... 1

Dropsy,
3 Debility,

Erythema, ... 1
"Nose, i Tumour of fore-
Nostrils, 4 arm,

etc*, j Throat, 4 Wounds,
® I Arm, 2

Axilla &

1

2

20

13
1

2

- hip,
- knee,1

1 Paronychia,
Lupus,
Ulcers,

1 1

2
1 9

c
ea o I

8
o
o u

^ a Total cases

;

 .
:

i

!

, 502
. groin, 1

i ■

The Indians use an infusion of the bark of the cherry-tree for
the cholera infantum, or what is sometimes called in Canad.i
the summer-disease^ ox rummer-complaint.
The case of aneurism was the first one Mr Dari In had

during fourteen years' intercourse with Indians. °
In all the severe

seen

cases of neuralgia, the patient had previously ,
bad ague. Unimported ague and lake-fever are unknown in Ma-
nitoulin Island.
The subject of one of the cases of peculiar ulceration of the

arm was a woman; the ulceration extended from the shoulder
to the fingers, one of which was nearly separated  j she was re
duced nearly to a skeleton. The treatment was generous diet,
wine, iodine, sarsaparilla, and simple local applications; she're
covered in two months. These peculiar ulcerations of the nostrils,
axillae, groins, &c., are the remains of a disease resembling the
yaws of the West Indies, and the sibbens* of Scotland, and which
I shall describe under the unhypothctical appellation of

■  ;;

• i

i i
i

;i :

The Ottawa Disease.
The disease, of which I shall now give an account, has pre

vailed more among the Ottawas than the other tribes, and I shall
accordingly here name it the Ottawa disease.

After much inquiry, I cannot find that the Indians have any
distinct name for it. Their name for syphilis, when translated,

* See Dr Craigie's Practice of Physic, vol. i. p. 681.
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t

frontal bone and in tlie m-1 p“i” i" t!.eand of tr aoft nalatr. , “'■tiroes destruction^of the bnrf "f?"' ”“‘"'*5 tnme-gancrally, ^“"cd l!y * Sroan'’r^ ■'■'r
' S’“sf an"S aftoLt^LTro"

nearly stationary for four or 6vS ‘yeS° Tt"Drc"“l

A%si''.z\i%is-,i“''- ■" “ *•

skSsxSLHS^®?-
.  be a different dtme frem svol ili '“?*'" ‘‘
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I:278 Dr Strritton on the of the
^Otjnosis. \\ hen the iliscase first .ijijiearcd Jiinon;[r them, it is

Mid to have been frequently Jatal; it is now much niihler(asalso  .
IS s^yphilis), aiul the j'loijmtsis is fiivourablc.

Trcafmcnt.—’i'hi' Indians troal this disease with various «
herbs wliich arc diirircnt from those llicv use in svphilis.

_ Mr D. has treated eases in tlie followiiig ways (iood diet •
citrine ointment to the uleers in the nostril and’tliosc of the palate ’
a mild course of blue pill; in other eases, riummer’s idll. 2, Xi!
trate of silver, either solid or in strong solution, to the ulcers of
we nostril and palate; good diet; iodine and hydriodate of
Ihis latter met lod seems to be the preferable one.Beniarks,-—At first sight, one might suppose it to be not
likely that this dipse is only a variety of secondary or tertiary
syphilis modified by time, by race, or it may be by some peculiar
Indian treatment. But that it is not of a syphilitic character,
appears likely trom its appearing in young children, the offsprino
of parrats who have never had either syphilis or the Ottawa dist

•  ease.^ To enter at full length on the points in which it resembles, .
and m which it differs from, yaws, sibbens, and syphilis, would
occupy too niuch^pace in this part of my communication. The
opportpity of observing a greater number of cases seems necessary
to euauic one to lOim a correct idea of the real Qf this
disease. I have given as -full a description of jt as my own op-
portunities of observation, and Mr Darling’s information, enabled
me to do, and I leave the facts to the consideration and the the-
ones of the reader.

•"•ecrci

potass.

un-

k: :
■

■if
I

:Ki

T  July 1846, among the ManitoulinIndians, there were treated fi fty-two medical and suigical cases,
including a case of gunshot wound, one of frontal neuralgia, two
Of prickly heat, one of haemoptysis, and three of bronchitis.

_ Report IX.—In August 1846, among the Manitoulin Indians,
there were treated thirty-two medical and surgical cases, includint^
one of phthisis, thp of musquito-bites, one of peculiar ulceratioS
01 the nostrils, and one of facial neuralffia.

O

.ffe/ior/X.—Mr Darling’s Report of medical and surgical casesoccurring among the Manitoulin Indians for twelve months, from
Jst January 1847 to SJst December 1847.

i

■1

I

.

.  I

sM

Cases treated. J

Fever, 76 Deafness,
Intermittent fever, 3 Cynanchc,
Ophthalmia, 16 Bronchitis,

.  Earache Scolorrhoea, 3 Catarrh,

1 Haemoptysis
26 Phthisis, .
44 Pleuritis, ...
34 Hooping-cough, 130

8
3
3

‘\

©
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I^urt/i Aottrirun Imlunis.
STf)Anacnna, ... ] Di.aa;nl spine, 1 liryiliem.,

Ancumniofanria. 1, s'onld.r, 1 liS ’
J uniour of tongue, ] j,:„ i ra , .
Tooth e.y« 102 _fe, i u£r> -Dyspepsia, ... 7IP.arom-diia,... 10 Dohilit’v, .7
Icterus ■■■ 'S 2 ̂̂n.,aw,i,|,tl..t!n
IWrhoi.'" "imputation of Pride ly'heat,Anton^^^h^iC 8 ,« (f-r
Wonorrhaeia, , Xe^t’a, o ''''
Acute rheumatism, 5 Paralv-is r !■' •Chronic do. 55 Mumi,; m 'P"','""’ ■
Lumbago, ... 14 DroiJv’ *” 1 ^"^^’‘I'lcttc,. Spinal irritation, « Poriv'o, i.’.* 31 : evil, 4^prain, ... 8 Lupus, ... o TotnlContusion, ... ISjPsoriasis, ' ^

1

6
O

ua, :
G

m

1
112

J cases, 82S

■ v'.
1
0
I
*

■- ' ■'!

j

i

-t.  1!

in u.t“an“/1

teat the
From March 1847

vaccinations performed.
^ Hooping-cough is tedious
IS rare among Indians.

In the original report there are indtided too
t.on tn trh,ter which 1 have omitted. "

ine snow-shoe evil i

to July 18■*<, there we

>: !

1
uin

ref ̂

a great many

otimatism

cashes of partiiri-

sons unaeeustomed to snor'ho'li"'’’",''”? “*■ '"“''P- *“ P«-themfora few davs. It ̂ o^'off i/':From Wanitonlin to Penefa “ulene i 140 "T "'‘'i
several parties travel this distance on tn “nles, and in winterto wear Low-shoes, afuie Low s ortfe
“ r “ “T •“ '»"S joornLs irni' 1““ ““walking expeditions over W nnei .. . uniejs. in ticsc long
Indians sometimes use a veil. I havn’prn^H^^^'^^^ blindness, the•green, which is of no small advantatre nts^tT stained
quentiv looking at them Tlic 'nnt ^ is fre.tnows/is a ii|ht o^l Ln nf P^obablveighteen inches broad in tlic^middle^-^tr and
with deer-skin neUwork L J '"tenor is 61Icd upfastened and rests and *in il the pedestrian’s foot isvone or two inThe; 7™'" ‘bd”""--'.-bout
surHice. ® being spread over a large
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of incilieal and siindcul eases occurrintrong the Indians of Circat Maniloulin Islaml, Lake Huron. “

y/AT.s t'f Ihc
■

i

Ko. of cases trcatnl. i.From lOth Ottoher i
ir»i V ICih August 1.^1 i,lOth August 1811, to .3lst Dm uiher 181«
1st January 1811, to 31st Deeeu.hcr 1814
1st January ]81o, to 31st January 1815, ’
1st 1 ebruary 1815, to osth J<\ biuary 1815

’

...August 1816,
From 1st January 1847, to 31st December 1817,
Some of the above

I have

•••

now .riven n1! M

O/o

727
803

97

?- -

‘  i

I
, ;

91 1

502 >,. i i ':/
52

32

828

UP to 184ft f Manitoulin sick reports that are extant
M AT. •. ’ ® destroyed by an extensiye Se

feiHnIf brlT''” d''?*' ”f^rail'cs oVthto'a ,crj.

The otu>v.

IS

I

T ■’■■’•

i

sland.

Dt Winder, in n paper in Dr

/rS: ■̂^^“/‘orrLza apifaUa is used
Thei’Mor'”'^’ '"'’“sion is applied to inflamed eyes
In Sunefit iJ’.- ".‘f"«on is given in ague.Toroiting and pur<»iii”*" nnd* a °we”f'*"’r ' • ‘o produce, r“ic;'‘'e» und a Weak infusion is sudorifie H’lie

if empWed b>’ ^ f f "S"'- ’’‘'o 1‘ulpsalas2}ffapulmonmy eol 1 l^r • “f fo'oos»ud in someX  MrDuliTb^"  after dtSv^l i- ‘''o Rr^l ‘'■roe.  alter dcllver^, Indian women drink
of the pine, and after that
balsam.

same

as a tonic

>

.  or four days
an infusion of tlic inner bark

Tl.-,.  .- } • ai ™ion of the inner bark of thei heir idea is that this cle
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North Athcricnn fnth’n/ts. »81 [
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iThe Indians have great reluctance to give any infonnation re

specting the substances they use as remedies. They have great
reliance on them, and on their native pliysiciaiis, often thinking
as much or more of them tlian of regular practitioners, at least in
medical eases ; in cases of accidents, they arc generally glad to
have assistance from white practitioners; hut even in surgical .
eases, such as gun-shot wounds, some tribes, or parts of them who
arc less in the habit of meeting whites, have a superstitious objec
tion to admit any intcrrercnce by a white man.

Physiology.—In Ids physic-logy, as compared with  a European,
the North American Indian ])ossesscs much greater perfection in
his senses of sight, hearing, and smell, and in his powers of ob
serving and remembering natural objects; also, he has much greater
ability to undergo long-continued fatigue in journeys, and to en
dure hunger.

In several parts of the country, at Penctanguishene, Manitou-
lin, Sault Ste Marie, or St Mary's, S:c., I made inquiries on

I

j

i

r;

1

several points respecting the usual age at which menstruation be
gins and ceases, the usual age at the time of marriage,* the average
age of the mother at the birth of her first and last cliild,—and some
kindred topics ; but tlic difficulty of obtaining this kind of inform
mation can be understood only by those who have attemjjted it.
Generally, the Indians domot know their own ages exactly, not
within several years; but I believe that fourteen years is the
usual age at wdiich the menses appear. The menstrual flux is
small in quantity, and seldom lasts more than two or three days. ̂
Parturition is very easy and expeditious; the lochial discharge
ceases generally in less than ten days.

Children of an Indian parent on one side, and of  a French or
British Canadian on the other, are often or gencially much finer
and better-looking than either of their parents.  I know a family
where the father is a Scotch Canadian and the mother an Indian.
There are three sons and five daughters ; but no one would sup
pose that they were brothers and sisters. The sons, besides de
riving their sex from their father, have also his ruddy European
complexion, and forni of features, hair. See., and have not the least
sign of Indian blood; the daughters, with their mother’s sex, have
acquired her reddish-dark complexion, broad countenance, dark
eye and hair, and completely Indian appearance; and instances
of this kind are not uncommon.
The population of the Indian villages and settlements whciC

they attend more or less to agriculture, is slightly on the increase;
the number of individuals composing tribes or bands who attend
• In Canada, among the whites, I have known several instances where a female

was married at the age of 14; and from IG to 18 is very common.
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chiefly to hiintinnr ninl fisliinu, {« conj>i,lorabIv on t
It IS unnecessary to aiUl that, of the xvIjoIc in.li..n
tlierc IS an annual decrease. Jt is sometimes said tl;a»
fading away of ilic Indian race is llie cnnsr«Mi('ne'‘ t
cultivation of their soil, and of the introdiiction aino-

•  spirits. ]^ut the cause whicli is at the r<.otIS simplj,’ the demand in Kuropc I'or furs. Tradc-^
Indians, and, for whiskey, obtain furs; the do'
Indian for the fire-water induces him to kill
so that many kinds
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gradual
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 seasons,

•  *1 1 scarce. Fonnerlv, he hunted andUled animals merely aecording as the feeling if |iun'.er induced
him, or tlie necessity of providing clotl.ing ot moe.sfn-- (l“es)
made him desirous of obtaining the animals’ skins. Fire- mmr
fonnd “ r™ “‘’"“'‘I W™. had not the fur-traderfound It Ins best exchange for articles of use or ornament for the
hd.es of Europe After some years of reehleSs and hdSrimha e
hunting, a tract of country becomes nearly destitutr r P tl
animals nhieh am theobje'ets of,an Indh l cl ‘m^and t i^

The Indians
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susceptibility of constitutiotal |:
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tlian a European; lie has Jess
turbance after them.*

n;rnfcl'T-r 'bodily ailments. from mental and

bodily deformitv'-'^but soMom 5een anv cor-r-
Barline a CJ.ippawa bov, a^ed \ t^nJ T r
able example oVcon^eni'tal comnlr^to c presented  a rerna
eyeballs. The eyelids had f deficiency or absence of h /.l-
-between theiiMvas very small anTn"‘'f ^bo oper.;.-::rseen or felt; the interior l-acV i ? pf an eyeball could b
time we examined it, was veryTe^d ^'^dch, at t.b

tha?:^S
Bigbyhad ^ Barfe’andI bavi no doubt W coml
great professional interest. ^ additional information of

eeol7erapijed“nX'l^dlnT°'T”^^in Slontreai; yearl! roinrn. / *“ ‘hn h^d-ofSce
giving the number of hiril on the 1st of Januarr,

Journal, these^brhef'medi&*”° record in this well-established
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Abt III—Statistical J3,
ByDrWuLiAM K RtJ
tunde. Berlin, lS4a,

on the Diseases of the Ear.
AaiER, Berhn (Beytrage zur Ohrenheil- '
Archives Gcnerales, 1847, T. 75).
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