'AxT. .——Coritrilu’ion to an Account of th: Discases of the
North dmerican Indians. By Tuoxas StrarToy, M. D.
Edin.; L-R.C.S. E.; Memb. Toronto Medico-Chirurgical
Soc.; ‘Mcmb. Montreal Natural, History Soc. 3 Corresp.

* Memb. Quebee Literary and istorical Soc. 5 IHon, Memb.
Highland Soc. -of Carada; Surgeon R. N.; latc Surgeen to
the Chippawa Indians of Lake Huron. -

; Havixc been stationed in Canada for ten ycars, and part of
© . this time at places, where I kad opportunities of secing many In-
dians, and of occasior Wlly treating their discases, I think that it may’
be a not unacecptable contribution to the scanty literature of this
subject to offera few remarks on the discases of the North Ameri-
can Indians. J resided for nearly four years at Penctanguishene,
and other paris of Lake Huron and on the £0th of December
.. *® Cruveilhicr and Bichat have also pointed out the necessity of distinguishing
this chauge from truc fatty transformation of muscle. } L
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270 o Dr Stmttoh_ on the Disenses of

- 1846, by the Governor-General (Earl Catheart), 1 was appainted
- “medical attendant to the Beau Soleil Indians, and to ¢}, Chip-

pawa Indians of Lake Ifuron, and Simcoe who reside near Pene-
tanguishene.™
1'be Indian department in Canada js managed by a superin.

tendent-general, an assistant-superintendent (George Vardon,

Esq.), who reside in Montreal, two Visiting superintendenis, and
four or five stationary superintendents, who reside at Mazltoylin,
Brantford, and other places. At Brantforg, Orillia, P’ciictan.
guishene, and Manitoulin, there are regular yearly salarics paid

- o surgeons for attending the Indians. " Land belonging to the
Indians is very properly not allowed to be bought from them gj. -

rect by private persons, as this would lead to constant imposi-

 tion on the aborigines, but it is purchased from the governmernt,
~ahd the procecds of the sale set apart for the benefit of the 5.

dians—to pay the salaries of .the superintendents,v’surgeons, cler-
gymen, schoolmasters, &ec.,—to build houses, and to procure

blankets, guns, powder and shot, which are annual] yissued. There
- is also the sum of L.15,000 annually voted by the British Parlia-
ment for the purchasc of blankets and other presents to the Indians;

but it is not unlikely that this grant will soon be discontinued.

Upper Canada.}

Report 1.—F'rom my friend l\lr"\'r;ardon, I recei'v,ed'z.z copy of .

the medical report of tlie Six Nations Indians, living on the banks
of the Grand River, Lake Eric, The surgeon to these Indians

-is Alfred Digby, Esq., who resides at Brantford, and whose re-

port I take the liberty to subjoin. The Six Nations Indians are

composed of the tribes of the Cayugas, Senecas, Mohawks, Dela-

wares, Mississaugas, and Tuscaroras, and they amount to 2200

in number. - 2 ) :

Number of sick among the Six Nations Indjans treated from 1st
March 1847, to 1st March 1848.

’ Intermittent fever, ... 142 Blecdingf‘rom'va.rious‘causes,5l
~ Bilious, intermittent, and
" remittent fever, ... 48 Diarrheea and dysentery, 81

Teeth extracted, . ... 9]

Scarlatina, ... 13 Constipation, 5
- Measles, <o« .27 | Enteritis, ... e 13
- Erysipelas, ... vee 5 Liver-complaint, ... 8
- Encephalits, ... 5 ermes, w22

Ophthalmia, .., e« 18 [ Hemorrhois, e 12

Plithisis, e« . 4 | Retention of urine, .., @

Pneumonia, ... er 9 | Gonorrthera, ... e 44

% Philadelphia, 1789; and second edition, Philadelphia, 1805, ~

" " ¥ London, 1819, page 120,
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' Stricture,

. e . 8| Amputation .of fingers,
Primary and secondary . - mangled in a thrash-
_ syphilis, ... ... 11 ing-machine, .~ .., 1
Childbirth, difficult cases, - 8 | Partial amputation of foot,
~ Burns and scalds, e 5 after the same accident, 1
Wounds, from fighting and Frost-bitten ears, hands,
accidents, dressed, ... 98 and feet, ... ... 19
* Amputation of leg, after - | Children vaccinated, ... 8}
frost-bite, ... 1 T e—
) : ' » Total ca.ses, es 718

Report 11.—The following is Mr. Digby’s return of the total
number of deaths, and causes of death, among the Six Nations
Indians, from 1st March 3847 to 1st March 1818

Deaths. - - Deaths.
Fevers, bilious, remittent, In childbirth, from malfor- -
Cy e s mation of the pelvis, - ]
* Encephalitis, Intoxication and exposure

23
1
Erysipelas, ... ... . 1 to cold, ... .en
Phthisis, .. .. = 4 Syphilis, - ... N
~ Enteritis, .., 1 | Drowned by the upsetting
Liver-complaint., L ees . 4 -of a canoe,
Childrer from 8ts couged Id age, ...
7

. Murdered by other I;x.d.ians, 2

[N ]

— by worms, " ees

*" Total deaths, ... 54
Here, in fifty-four deaths, therc are two from old age. Fifty- :
four deaths in a population of 2200, is between twenty-fourand - = |
twenty-five in a thousand, L o
These Indians are far advanced in civilization ; they have in a .
great degree given up their hunting habits; they have schools,. -
churches, and farms. ~ Some of them, however, continye heathen,
. and at Cayuga have annually a sacrifice of a white dog.  They
T S ~ are surrounded by a white population, and so are exposed to the
’ influence of vicious example, which accounts for there being so
many cases of a certain discase. The marshy banks of Grand
. River are very unhealthy in summer and autumn, malarial fevers _
then_being very general. - 1 spent several seasons at Dunnvyille
and Port Maitland, on Grand River, and gave a short account of
their medical topography in the sixty-first and sixty-third volumes
of this Journal,* =~ =~ '

T The returns which follow relate to the Indian establishment on
\'\Grea_,t Manitoulin Island, This is a large island in Lake Huron

® Edinb, Med, and Surg, Joumal, April 1844, p, 392; April 1845, p, 827 ; and
July 1845,p, 105, . . o '
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- (140 miles from Penctanguishene), where there is a Protestant
settlément at Manitouwawning, the residence of the superintens -
* dent, surgeon, Episcopal clergyman, schoolmaster, and of about

200 Indians.  Four miles distant is the villaoe of Wequemekong,

~ where reside a Roman Catholic pricst and about 600 Indians,

These Indians in general profess to be cither Catholies or Protes-
tants, but a few continue heathen. They cultivate maize or In-
dian corn, potatocs, wheat in small quantity, and prepare mzple
sugar. They also engage in fishing. Tlere is now but little
hunting. The exports of the island arc maple-sugar and potatoes,
_Annually, in August, there is a great assemblage here of In.
dians from the west and north.  They come to reccive presents
of blankets, provisions, guns, and powder and shot. Many who
are not to receive presents also attend in order to see their friends
and acquaintances. - In 1845, I was at Manitoulin‘at the time of -
the distribution of presents; the scene was a very animated one; .
on the steep bank of a large bay were numerous wigwams (huts)
of bark, and along the shore were hundreds of bark canoes. From
my friend Captain George Anderson, the superintendent, I ob- -

" tained the numbers of Indians who attended and reccived prescats
_in the under-mentioned years: in 1839, the nuinberof Indians
- . was 8304 in 1840, 5057 ;-in 1841, 8874; in 1842, 5812; in

1843, 3771 ; in 1844, 1887; and in 1845, 1852,
- Up to 1843 inclusive, presents were given to some branches of

‘the Ottawa and Chippawa tribes, and other Indians, who usually’
~ resided in what is now the United Stotes; but in 1844, the pre-
* sents to United States Indians were discontinued. The visiting
. Indians remain on the island for four or five weeks, and then move

off in their canoes to their respective hunting grounds, or more

~usual places of abode. The resident Indiaris here are chiefly

Chippawas and a few Ottawas ; the visiting Indians also are chiefly
of the above ‘clans, and also include Menomenies, Ponowatomies,

- and some other tribes. ~ With my friend Paul Darling, Esq., the

surgeon of the Indian department here, I went into 2 number of _
the wigwams sceing cases of illness.  From Mr Darling, I received

. copies of his medical reports for several years, I afterwards re-
ceived the same reports from Mr Vardon of the Indian Office,

Montreal.

Report II1. Mr Darling’s Medical Report of the Manitoulin
TIndians for ten months, from 10th Odtober 1840 to 16th August

1841,

- Fever, e 21 Pziralysis, .« 2|Ophthalmia, ... 9 .
_Ephemera, ... "2fNeuralgia, ... 10|Catarrh, .. 18
" Headach, ... 6 Hydrocephalus, -~ 3 Cynanche, ... 28

Epilepsy, ... 4|Dcafness, ... 1|Bronchitis, ... 10
Hypochondriasis, 1!Snow ophthalmia, 4 |Pneumonia, -1




- Hamoptysis,

Lpistaxis, ... -
Syncope, - ... -
Palpitation, ...

Laryngitis, ...
Varicose veins,

- Tceth extracted,

Vermes, .ot
Ranula; ...

. -VomiLing,

Constipatiqn,
Diarrheea, ...

" 2'Gravel,
1.Gonorrhra, ...
2,V encreal bubo,
2]Abortion, ...
1{Amcnorrheea,

- 1{Leucorrhwa, -

54 Prolapsus uteri }

16 (half breed),

1. Procidentia ut.
2 (half breed),

16 Menorrhagia,

Difficult dentition,11 Chronic do.
8 Pleurodyne, ... * 6 Enlarged glands, 1

.. Aphtha,

Colic, ...

" Dyspepsia, ...

Icterus, ee
Tympanites, ...

Enteritis, ...

Hemorrhois, -

Marasmus, ... -

Harelip, . ...
Peritonitis, " ...
Nephritis, - ...

ysuria,
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e« 1:Malignant nasal )

10/  polypus, . J

:Serofula, e 2

1
2, Scabics, e 19
10 Prurigo, e 2
2iPsoriasis, ... 1
iPorrizo,” .. 13
Contusion, ... ¢
; Burn, I |
| Abscess, ees 17

3

80 Acuterhcumatism, 5 Wounds, ... 13
]

)

-4 Lumbago, ...
6. Sprain, voe
1" Dislocation, ...
-2 Fractured arm,

3 ' Diseased spine,
e shoulder,
3 —— wrist,

‘1 ankle,

i [ Ankylosis, ...

" 2|Tumour, .., .

3

T~

4'Debility, ...

32 Mumps, . ...

3

10" Paronychia, - 2
2 Ulcers, e 2
1 !Boils, 12
1! Prickly heat, 1
6 Inflamed nipples, 7
1{ Dysentery (dur-

- 1! ing the issue >47
3 of presents), } -
1 : —_—
1

Total, 573

cases, exclusive of those (dysentery excepted) treated during the
ts. The subject of the case of ) ypochondriasis was
a woman, who had been long in a hypochondriae state, and she
committed suicide by drowning, S :

isspe of presents.

Repert IV.—Mr Darling’s Medical Report of the Manitoulin

Indians for sixteen 1

cember 1842,

Fever, .
Intermittent feve
Ophthalmia, ...
Encephalitis,
euralgia, ...

iatica, ...

Hydrocephalus,
oncussion,

Earache, .
aralysis, ...

“Epilepsy, ...

Cases treated,
- 14 | Ophthalmia tarsi,

r, 6, Congest. of brain,

32 Amentia,
2:Croup, ..
14/ Aphonia, ...
5!Bronchitis, ...
3(Chronic bronch.,
3(Pneumonia, ...
14/Cynanche, ...
2| Wounds of chest,
6| Pleuritis, - ...

- VoL, Lxx1. No. 179. -

13| Phthisis, ... ‘12
2| Catarrth, = ... 52
1| Hemoptysis, 1
1} Teeth extracted, 6S

- 1| Lientery, = ... 2
4 Diarthaa, ... 42

19| Dysentery, 46
3| Constipation, 28

28 Hepatitis, ... 2
4|Vomiting, ... 10
71Colic, ~ .. 12

B

nonths from 16th August 1841 to 31st De-




il

Ascites, - ...
Dyspepsia, ...
Ditlicult dentition
Ulcerated throat,
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1 Procidentia uteri, 1
-6 Tnflamim. of labia, 1
,28 Acuterheumatism, 3

5 Chronie vhicumat, 40

] i ’U’Ai.'l‘.. “e
Pnu i_h_.
I }'.~Epc."-::s_.

Brirnis,

Vermes, e 2] Pleurodynia, S Wornds,

“Tape-worm, 2 Lumbago, ... ¢ Inflaisnation . 4

Gall.stones, = - 1 Sprain, see 2%
Gonorrhoea, 8 Exostosis, .. 1- R B
ysuria, .o 1 Perjostitis, ... Lumbar o, ... ]
- Heaematuria, ... 1. Paronychia, 2 Mammary do.... @
: - Retention of urine, 1 Discased spine, 4 Boils, . 8
_’ Gravel, =~ ... shoulder, I Debility, ... 3
~  Amenorrlicea,. 4’ hip, 2 Marasmus, ... @
Difficult labour, 1: knee, 4. Aneurism, ... 1
Menorrhagia, 1 Contusion, ... 23! n —
- Dysmenorrhera, 1, Uleers, «« 10;  Total, 726

cases, exclusive of cases of hooping-cough, of which no account
. was kept, and also of cases treated during the issue of presents,
during which time, from four to six weeks, there s scarcely time
.to note the cases. ..The cascs of ague were imported ; ther oc-

, eurred in Indians on their return from visiting Detroit,—a mala--

“rious part-of the country.” In the nriginal report are included
three cases of parturition and one of hypochondriasis, all occurring

in whites, and which I have accordingly omitted,

“‘}%@ort V.—Medical 'Rvep.ortAof the Manitoulin Indians for

twelve months, from 1st January 1844, to 81st December 1844, - °

Cases treated,

Fever, ... 47)Asthma, .., - l}Dystxria, 1
Scarlatina, ... 10| Pleuritis, ... 8 Post-scarlatinal
Intemlittentfever, 1{Inflamed mamma, 2| anasarca, ... - 1
eafness, ... 8/Syncope, .. - 11Spina bifida, . 1
Earache, - ... 17 Teeth extracted, ‘Q'Gia\lcnorrhagia, 2
Phrenitis, ... 3 Diﬂ‘icu]tdentition,ﬂogAmeuurrhmd, .2
Hypochondriasis, 1 Aphtha, ... 10, Lumbago, ... 7
. .-Neunlgia, ... 94 Vermes, ... . 19 Discased spine,. 2
. Paralysis, ... . 4 Dyspepsia, ... - 4 hip, 1
Sciatica, ... 13 Livcf-complaint, 1j— knee, 5
Ophthalmia, 30| Diantheea, ... 48] ankle, 1
Cynanche, ... 43 Dysentery, ... 18'Sprains, ... 9g
- Catarth, . ... @2 Constipntion, 36$Pcrioslitis,~;.. © 1
_~ Bronehitis, ... 24!Colic & vomiting, 14/ Fractured ribs, |
N "Hmmoptysis, 4'Hemia, © .., 1lW ounds, .., 91
Phthisis,” ... 4!Cholera infantum, 32 Contusion, ... 96
- Hooping-cough, 17

7 Gonorrheea, ... 1| Uleer," ...




*Peculiar ulcera-

-tion, .
Abscess, ...
Burns,

“In the ‘original

whites ; these 1 have omitted.
and very mild epidemice of scarlatina,

AP S SRE LGRS,
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- 42
Bolls, .12 Debility, ...
2 Psoriasis, .... 1 Cuaract, ...
- 14 Porrign, ... 49 ‘Mumps, ...
10 Marasmus, ... - 4 '
' SR 1" Total cases, £03

report are included” six eases of parturition in
In 1844, there Was an extenzive
In -this and " the other re-

POrts, under coustipution are included all cases generally.of a sligla
- hature, where only a purgative was required. . :

' Report VI—Medical repor_i of the Manitoulin Ind.ian‘s,,. from -

1st January 1845, to Slst January 1845,

Fever, ' Diarrheea, ... 5 ; Rheumatism,
Headach, ... 2 Colic, - ... 2. Diseased elbor,
Clavas, ... 1 Lead-colic, ... 1| Fractured fibula.
Ophthalmia,” 12 Prolapsus ani, 1{Contusion, ...
. Earache, - ... 2 Vermes, ... 1:Sprain,
Neuralgia, ... - 5 Dyspepsia, ... I‘ElephnntiaSis of
* Toothach, ... 10, Mammary abscess, 1 fore-arm,... -
Hooping-cough, 4 Inflamed nipples, 1|Paronychia, - 1
- Asthma, - .., lIProlap,sus'uteri, 1|Lupus, ... 2
Pleuritis, ... '} j Procidentia uteri, 1/Psoriasis. ... 1
Bronchitis, ... - 2! Amcnortheea, LiPorrigo, ... 4
Catarrh, ... 7[Menorrhagin,_ 1'Boil, . ... 1
Palpitation, 2 Suppressio mensi- | Enlarged glands, 3
Syncope, ... - 2| um, - ... - 1/Secondary syphilis, 1
Constipation, 4! Pelvic abscess, 1 -
' ! Total cases, - 97
Report VI1L—Medical Report of the Manitoulin Indians for
six montbs, from 1st J anuary 1846, to 30th June 1846. -
R : o Cases treated, - '
Fever, .« 27 Epilepsy, ... 2! Aneurism of arch
Intermittent fever, 2| Bronchitis, ... 87| of aorta, ... . 1
~ Frontal neunlgia, 12/ Phthisis, ... 4 ;Heartburn, e 83
. Ophthalmia, 24 Hemoptysis, ~4:Aphtha, =~ ...- 4
arache, ... 2| Pleuritis, ... 5| Teeth extracted, 63
Deafness, ... 2!Cynanche, ... 14/ Constipation, - 45
-+ Otorrheea, ... 1} Pneumonia, 1/ Diartheea, ... 16
. Spinal irritation, 4: Laryngitis, ... 1| Dysentery, ... 3
- Nervousirritability | Palpitation, ... I, Lientery, ... 1
“~_ (from fright), l'l - lColie, 8.

Cases treated,

N .+ " See the remarks on the Ottawa Diéease, Dostea, .

COCD e o
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Pleurodynia, 31 Abseess, ...

The Indians use an infusion of the bark of the cherry-tree for
the cholera infantum, or what is sometimes ealled in Canada
the summer-disease, or the summer-complaint. -~ :

The casc of ancurism was the first onc Mr Darling had seen

during fourteen years’ intercourse with Indians. - :
In all the severe cases of neuralgia,- the patient had. previously

‘had ague. Unimported ague and lake-fever are unknown in Ma.
‘nitoulin Island. : - .

The subject of one of the cases of peculiar .ul'c'cmtibn of the

arm -was a woman ; the ulceration extended from the shoulder

to the fingers, one of which was ncarly separated; she was re-
duced nearly to a skeleton. The trcatment was generous dict, .
wine, jodine, sarsaparilla, and simple local applications ; she re-

covered in twomonths. These peculiar ulcerations of the nostrils, .

axille, groins, &c., are the remains of a discase rescmbling the

) ;aws of the West Indies, and the sibbens* of Scotland, and which

shall describe under the unhypothetical appellation of -
" Tue OrTAwa Disgase.
The discase, of which I shall now give an account, has pre-

 vailed more among the Ottawas than the other tribes, and I shall

accordingly here name it the Oftawa discase. :
After much_inquiry, I cannot find that the Indians have any

distinct name for it. ~ Their name for syphilis, when translated,

#® Sce Dr Craigie's Practice of Physic, vol. i. p. 681,

Dyspepsia, ... 9 1)
Vomiting, ... 3{Lumbago, ... 13|Burm, .., 4
Vermes, ... 12 Sprains, ... . 4|Bubo, 1
Tape-worm, I'iContusion, ... "~ 5 'Panlysis, ... 2]

. Discased spleen, 1, Luxated wrist, LiMumps, . w0

. Marasmus, ...  1|Fractured fingers, l!]’orrigo,‘ e 13,
~ Hepatitis, ... 1 forc-arm, 1’ Peorincis, ... 1
Hemorrhois, 2 ribs, I{Musquito bites, 2
Prolapsus ani,”  2{Discased spinc, 4 Asphyxia (sugar
Stricture, .. 1} ——— hip, 2| in trachea), 2
Orchitis, . ... 1 knce, 8 Anxmia, ... 1
Salivation, ... 1{Paronychia, 1{Dropsy, ... 1
Heematuria, - 1| Lupus, «ss  8|Debility, ... 2
Gleet, -~ ... 1|Uleers, ... 9 |Erythema, ... 1
Morning sickness, . 1 : Nose, 1;Tumour of fore-
Menorrhagia, ~ 2| % £ | Nostrils, 4| _arm, C ees 1
Amenorrhea, 8125, ) Throat, 4/Wounds, ... 8
Abortion, ... . 1/885°)Am, 2| o
‘Sinkingafterlabour, 1 [ 5 Axilla& |- Total cases, 502
Rbeumatism, 89 groin, 1 »

t
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significs bad disorder. About the year 1740 or. 1760, it is suid

to have made its first appearance among the Indians around o
Huron. A tradition cxists that its first subject was a woman,

~from whom it was obscryed to spread; and ip a council, it was

considered whetlier this unfortunate female should not be put to -
death,  The result js variously stated, C
—Symploms.—Tle leading symptoms of this disorder are Jan- .

“guor.and lassitude; dull,” almost constant pain between tho

~orbits, and in the upper part of the nose 3 somctimes pain in the
frontal bone, and in the malar ‘bones; ulceration of tlie nostrils,
and of the ‘soft palate; 2 bad odour from the nostrils; some-
times dcstructiun»of the hard palate; and pains in the bones .
gencrally, increased by wet weather. Small uleers form in the
groin, on the inside of the thighs, and at times on the arms. A
thick crust, an inch or $0 square, when removed, discloses an in- .
dolent-looking scooped-out ulcer, of no uniform shape. Sometimes
an eruption appears in the groin, and on the inside of the thighs.
In some cases, an extended, peculiar, indolent, serofulous-loooking,
superficial ulceration of the axille, groins, thighs, or arms. No

- Particular eruption or rasp-like growth. about the angles of the

mouth hLas been observed. . . : s ‘
My friend, Mr D., has not seen destruction of any bone except -

- the palate; and has pever seen the genital organsaffected. Of the

ghove symptoms, langucr and lassitude, and the iniermorbiia] puin
are invariably present, and some cases present 10 other symptom.
Cases more severe, have in -addition the general pains in the
bones, a bad odour from the nostrils, and sometimes frontal and
malar pain.  An untreated slight case sometimes has remained |
nearly stationary for four or fve years. . It prevails more among
females than among males ; it is thought by the Indians to be
communicated by the common use of Pipes, spoons, and drinking-
vessels. If this idea be correct, its less frequent appearance -
-among the males may perhaps be explained by the circumstance

of their beine much out hunting and fishing.

In one fat?nily, the mother and her three children» all had the

disease; two of the children were of tender years, :
I saw a family consisting of the parents and five children ; one
of the younger children, a gitl of seven, had this disease; the other
8ix members of the family had never had it ; the parents had pot
bad syphilis. The discase b~s not been seen in whites. .
- Diagnosis—The Indians themsclves, by merely observing the

- symptoms, frequently cannot tell the difference between syphilis

and the Ottawa discase, but obscrving the effect of remedies (the
Juvantia and lzdentia) aids thicir diagnosis. T'hey consider it to
be a different discase from syphilis. . They call it and syphilis

~ twins, The accompanying general pains are apt to be mistaken

for chronic theumatism, to which the Indians are very subject,
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* Proynosis.—\Wken the disease first appeared among them, it js
said to have been frequently fatal; it is now much milder (asalso’.
is syphiliz), and the progmosis is favourable, ' :

Lreatment,—The Indians treat this discase with various, seeret

herbs which are Jiferent from those they use in gvphilis.

~Mr D. has treated cases.in the fullowing ways :—1. Good diet ;
citrine ointment to the uleers in the nostril and those of the palate 3

~ amild course of blue pill; in other cascs, Plummer’s pill. 2 Ni-
- trate of silver, either solid or in strong solution, to the ulcers.of

the nostril and palate; good diet ; jodine and hydriodate of potass.
This latter method seems to be the preferable one, A
Remarks.— At first sight, one might suppose it to be not un-
likely that this disease.is only a variety of secondary or tertiary
syphilis modified by time, by race, or it may be by some peeuliar
Indian treatment. " But that it is not of a syphilitic churacter,
appears likely from its appearing in young children, the offspring
of parents who have never had either syphilis or the Ottawa dis-

- ease. To enter at full length on the points in which it resembles, .

and in which it differs from, yaws, sibbens, and syphilis, would
occupy too much space in this part of my communication. The

" - opportunity of observing a greater number of cases scems necessary

1o enable vue to foim a correet idea of the real mature of this
disease. I have given as-full a description of it as my own op-
portunities of observation, and Mr Darling’s information, enabled

me to do, and I leave the facts to the consideration and the the-

]

Report VIII.;During' July 1846, among the Manitoulin
Indians, there were treated ffty-two medical and surgical cases,
including a case of gunshot wound, one of frontal neuralgia, two

of prickly beat, one of hzemoptysis, and three of bronchitis.

- Report IX.—In August ]846; among the Manitoulin Indiahs,
there were treated thirty-two medical and surgical cases, including -
one of phthisis, three of musquito-bites, one of peculiar ulceration

. of the nostrils, and one of facial neuralgia.

Report X.—Mr Darling’s Report of medical and surgical cases
occurring among the Manitoulin Indians for twelve months, from

Jst January 1847 to 8Ist December 1847.

Cases treated.,

Fever, ess - 76|Deafness, ... I’Haemoptysis, : 8

* Intermittent fever, 3 Cynanche, ... 26! Phthisis, ... 3
. Ophthalimia, - = 16 Bronchitis, ... 44 Pleuritis, - ... 3
~ Eariche & otorrhees, 3 Catarth, ... 34 0

.

Hooping-cough, 13
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Nong of the “fevers™ were from malaria. Under constipatiop,
in this and the other reports, are classed cuses of slight ailment,
requiring only purgative or cathartic medicine. The case of sleep-
lessness was in a badly-fed woman, who consumed a great qrantity
of green tea; the symptoms resembled a mild case of delirium
“tremens. o - '

From March 1847 to July 1847, there werc a grest manv
vaccinations performed. S :

Hooping-cough is tedious among Indians. Acute theumazism
is rare among Indians, e ' i

In the original report there are included two cases of parturi-
tion in whites, which I have omitted. o ‘

The snow-shoe evil js 2 painful affection of the instep, in per-

sons unaccustomed to snow-shoes, and after their first wearing

. them for a few days. " It goes off in a short time with rest, S
From Manitoulin to Penetanguishene is 140 miles, and in winter _

several parties travel this distance on the ice, and require usually

- to wear snow-shoes, as the snow is often deep. Snow-ophthalmiz

is apt to come on during these long journeys. . In these long
walking expeditions over jce and snow, to prevent blindness, the

. Indians somctimes use a veil. [ have seen the snow-shioes stained -
-green, which is of no small advantage, as the pedestrian is fre.

quently looking at them, Tlhe snow-shoe, as the reader probably-
knows, is a light oval hoop of wood about three fect long, and
eighteen inches broad in the middle; the interior is filed up

* with deer-skin net-work, and on its centre the pedestrian’s foot s

fastened and rests, and in the ‘decpest snow he sinks only about

.one or two inches, from his weight being spread over a large

surface,

Anacmia, ... 1 ‘Discased spine, 1 Erythema, ... )
Ancurism of aorta, L ——— shoulder, 1 Boilsy -~ .. 19
'J'umourof'tonguc, 1 ————=hip,. 1 Orchitis, ... |
Teeth extracted, 102 ————=knee, 1 Ulcers, T /]
Dyspepsia, ... ,7§P:ironycbia,... 10 chility,- T Q
ulie, <o« 20 Fractured fibula, Q Snow-ophtlaliia, 3
Tcterus, ... 2 Amputation of Prickly heay, H
Hamorrliois, 2 . great toe, ‘1 Sleeplessness (from ,
Amenorrhaa, 8 Wounds, ... 18 excessive use of
Menorrhagia, I Neuralgia, ... 19 tea), ... . |-
Acuterheumatism, 5 Paralysis, ... 3 Constipatir)n, - 112
Chronic do. 55 Mumps, .. 3 Q) de Raciuette,
Lumbago, ... 14 Dropsy, " ... 1. orsnow-shocevil, 4 -
. Spinal irritation, -8 Porrigo, ... 31;- S e
Sprain, = .., 8 Lupus, ... 2, Total cases, &2s
Contusion, ... 12 iPsoriasis, ... 1] -
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Lieport X 1.— Abstract, of medical and surgical cascs occurring.

Lal

among the Indians of Great Manitoulin Island, Lake 1uron,

- S No. of cases treated,

From 10th Octoher 1840, to 16th August 1n41, ~ 573
- 16th August 1811, to $1st December 1812, 7oy
ee= - 1st January 1844, to 31st Decomber 1844, 803

.- Ist January 1843, to 31st Junuary 1845, - g7
= Ist February 1845, to 98t February 1845, - 91
e+« . 1st January 1846, to 304l June 1846, . 502
In July 1846, . e S hR
~ese August 1846, . ‘ 32

From Ist January 1847, to 31st Dcécnr.xber 1847,_. - 828

‘Some of the above returns include cases of extraction of tecth. .-

I have now given all the Manitoulin. sick reports ‘that are extant
up to 1848; some of them -were destroyed by an' extensive fire
at Manitouwawning 5 and during part of the period, various cir-
cumstances made it impossible to keep a record of the cases.

_On Manitoulin Icland there are four familics of whites, a very
few half-breeds, and the. remainder ‘are Indians. The island is

_about a hundred ‘miles long ; and besides the two principal vil-
-lages 1 have mentioned,—of Manitouwawning -of 200 inhabi- -
tants, and \\'equ'emekong of 600 inhabitants,—there are two

or three other villazcs,'--each_,containing'sixly or seventy Indians.

The Ottawas call ~ Manitoylin Island by the name of Ottawa.

Island. ,
“Indian Remedi'es.-——M* friend Dr Winder, in a paper in Dr

Hall's British American ournal for January 1846, alludcs to the

five following remedies in use among the Indiuns :—As an astrin-

gent, the Geranium maculutum is frequently used in hemoptysis, -

diarrheea, dysenterr, and leucorrheea,and as a styptic in external he-
morrhage. In rheumatism, chronic rtheumatism, and syphilis, the
Xanthozylum Jrarineum, or prickly ash, is used with the same
effect as guaiacum, The Xanthorrhiza apifolia is used as a tonic
and as a diuretic, and its infusion is applied to inflamed eyes.
The Eupatorium perfoliatum, according to its mode of exhibition,
is tonie, purgative, or sudorific. Its cold infusion is given in ague.
In substance it is tonje. Its hot infusion is employed to produce
vomiting and purging, and a weak infusion is sudorific. The
Cornus florida, or dog-wort, is used in ague. The Polygala senega

- is employed by the Indians jn the remission of fevers, and in some _

pulmonary complaints ; it is also uscful jn amcnorrheea.
Mr Darling informs me that, for the first three or four days

~ . . . L8 g . g .
- after delivery, Indian women drink an infusion of the inner bark

" of the pine, and after that an infusion of the inner bark of the
dalsam. ‘I'hcir idea is that this cleanses the uterus.

v
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Tbe Indians have great reluctance to give any information re-
specting the substances they use as remcdics. They have great

* reliance on them, and on their native physicians, often thinking
-as much or more of them than of regular practitioners, at least in

medical cases; in cases of accidents, they are gencrally glad to
have assistance from white practitioners ; but -even in surgical
cases, such as gun-shot wounds, some tribes, or parts of them who
are less in the habit of meeting whites, have a superstitious objee-

.. tion to admit any interference by a white man.

Plysiology.~1In his physiclogy, as compared with a European,

- the North American Indian possesses much greater perfection in

his senses.of sight, hearing, and smell, and in his powers of ob-
serving and-remembering na‘ural objccts; also, he has much greater
ability to undergo long-continued fatigue in journeys, and to en-
dure-hunger, - : o ’

In several parts of the country, at Penctanguishene, Manitou-
lin,  Sault Ste. Marie, or. St Mary’s, &ec., I made inquirics on
several points respecting the usual ‘age at which menstruation be-

. gins and ceascs, the usual age at the time of marriage,® the average

age of the mother at the birth of her first and last child,—and some

_ kindred topics; but the difficulty of obtaining this kind of infor-
“ mation can be understood only by those who have attempted it.
~Generally, the Indians donot know their own ages exactly, not

within several years; but I believe that fourteen years is the
usual age at which the menscs appear. The menstrual flux is
small in quantity, and seldom lasts more than two or three days.
Parturition is very easy and expeditious; the lochial discharge

“ceases generally in less than ten days, :

Children of an Indian parent on one side, and of a French or
British Canadian on the other, are often or generally much finer
and better-looking than either of their parents. I know a family

where the father is a Scotch Canadian and the mother an Indian, |

There are three sons and five daughters ; but no one would sup-
pose that they were brothers and sisters. The sons, besides de-
riving their sex from their father, have also his ruddy European
complexion, and form of features, hair, &c., and have not the least

~sign of Indian blood ; the daughters, with their mother’s sex, have

acquired her reddish-dark complexion, broad countenance, dark
eye and hair, and completely Indian appearance; and instances
of this kind are not uncommon. )

The populati

the number of individuals composing tribes or bands who attend
" *In Canada, among the whites, [ have known several instances where a fomale

- was married at the age of 14 5 and from 16 to 18 is very coinmon,

ion of the Indian villages and scttlements whese
they attend more or less to agriculture, is slightly on the increase; -

-




- is simply the demand in Europe for furs, Trader i
" Indians, and, for whiskey, obtain furs; the desire: of (e poor

A 1 resembles the ancient brogue of our Scottish Highlanders,
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- chiefly to hunting and fishing, is considerably on (.. decrease,
Itis Aimneeessary. to add that, of the whole Indi.n j-opalation,
there is an annual deerease. 1t is sometimes said thar o0
fading away of the Indian race is the consegnenes of ol .
cultivation of their soil, and of the intrediiction ames- -

1

N '1"'3"
nof are
.‘V‘ it ?:‘.. (: vi]

rione.the

-dent spirits.  But the cavse which is at the root 1.0+

)

Indian for the fire-water induces him to kill animals a: 43} a0,
so that many kinds arc now scarce.  Formerly, Le Lunted and
killed animals merely according as the fecling of Luger induced
him, or the necessity of providing clothing or mocusin-* (shoes)

made him desirous of obtaining the animals’ skips, Fire-water

would have been unknown to the Red Man, had not the for-trader
found it his best exchange for articles of usc or ornament for the
ladics of Europe. After some years of reckless and indiscriminate
bunting, a tract of country becomes ncarly destitute of 1o various

animals which are the objects of-an Indian’s chase, and this ground -
- is consequently deserted by him. And it is chiefly on this de-
serted ground that the fields and farms of European cultivators

are now encroaching, - v 7
. The Indians arc an. exceedingly well-conducted arnd peaceable
race ; and at Manitoulin, in August 1845, where I saw about two

"thousand assembled;——a boady comnnced of individual: from the

far west and the distant -north—from Lake'Supcrior and Hudzon’s

Bay,—the comfortable-looking Ottawa and Chippawa—tlie Po.

nowatomie dressed in deer-skins—the slim and tall Monomonie

—poorer Indians, from Hudson’s Bay, clothed in miserable rab-
bit’s skins, and some with an attjre of extreme simplicity and
scantiness,—all these various tribes conducted themsclves fifty
times . better than the same number of Europeans would have
done. - ) -

'Paihblo_qy.—Snla]I-pox; when first appearing aniong them, Ihas .

They appear to suffer nearly as much as whites from ague and
remittent fever. '

been very fatal, whole tribes and bands having died,

In epidemic scarlatina, it appeared to me that the Indians were
less susceptible of an attack than the whites. Scarlating in Indians .
appeared to be much Jess severe, and mueh less 'fre«'{ucntly fol-

" lowed by glandular swellings and dropsy. C

I have not seen goitre-among them, although it prcvai]cd'among

- other races in the same neighbourhood.

An Indian bears accidents and surgical operations mucl, better
® This spelling agrees with the pronunciation. It is eometimes spelt mocassin,

Y - .

aradual -
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than a Kuropean; he has less susceptibility of constitutiora] ¢ s
turbance after them.* = , C
All the above differences come under the general rule plas
uncivilized races suffer loss than civilized nations from mental ard
bodily ailments, . B
Amon the Indians, there s very seldom seen any ennzrsiss]
bodily deformity 3 byt during on¢ of my.visits to” Maniz:!in
Island, on the 5yl of August 1843, 1 was shown, by Surewn
Darling, ¢ Chippawa boy, aged 4 years, who presented a rergn:
able example of congenital complete deficiency or absence of 1-
cyeballs. " “T'he eyelids had a flattened appearance 5 the operis
-between theni was very small, and no trace of an cyeball eould b
- -8een or felt; the interior was lined bya conjunctiva, which, ar the

D T

. - - tme we cxamined i, »as very red. The parents and the brottzrs
. and sisters of this unfortunata boy had nothing abnormal wizh re-
: ~ gard to their eves. S a
The Indians are much less subject to mental defects and dizeaszes
than nations living in 2 more civilized™ or artificial manner.
must observe that if the reports from Messrs ‘Darling 2-4
Digby had not been addressed to non-medica] officials, they wou'd,
B I have no doubt, have contained muych additional information of
. - great professional interest, L
© It wonld he an excellent arrangement. if each of the four sur-
geons employed in the Indian department sent, to the head-ofSce
. : in Montreal, Yearly returns commencing on the 1st of Jonuary, -
E giving the number of births and sexes; deaths, ages, and causes
of death ; discases and results; and also the total number of the -
Indian population in their respective districts, Such reports
" would form a very interesting contribution to medical and national
statistics, : . . _ o
Ihave been desirous of placing on record in this well-established
ournal, these brief medical memoranda relating to the Indians,

S .~ and I hope that they have proved interesting to the reader.
- : Montreal, Canada, e
: August 1848,

Art 11 I;—-Slétistic'd ' vlwsédrc/ics on .t/u”i_ Diseases of the Ear,
, By Dr Witriay K AMER, Berlin (Beytrage zur Obreghejl.
. kunde. - Berlin, 1845, \\rchives’ Generales, 1847, T. 75).

rived from 2000 cascs, whigh ha

tentive manner by all theyneans ofex loration at present in use;
~for instance, speculin auris, cathetorss “of the Eustachian
- ' "Edinb.;yeﬁ. and Surg. Journal, January T& . 80, T

> THE materials fiom which \is report has been formed, are de-
. . . . . .
been examined jn the most at-

e e,




